YKPAIHCBKA I'PEKO-KATOJIUIIbKA ITEPKBA
Bepxosuun Apxmenmckon Kueso-T'anmpkun

Bux. BA 25/313 Apxyu 113 4-x
PI3ABsHE ITOCITAHHJI
BJTAKEHHIIIIOTO CBJTOCITABA

BrcokonpeocBAIIIeHHUM apXMEITMCKOIaM i MUTPOIIOIMTaM,
60ro/1F00MBIMM €IMCKOIIAM, BCEYECHOMY AyXOBEHCTBY,
nperogo6HOMy MOHaIIeCTBY, BO3/1100/1eHMM OparaM i cectpam,
B YKpaiHi Ta Ha IIOCeJIeHHsX y CBiTi cyrumm

[ ocv Bam 3nax: Bu 3natideme oums cnobumnie,
wo aexamume 6 acaax (JIk. 2, 12).

Xpwucroc Hapomuees! Crasivo Voro!
Hopori B Xpucri!

Croroni Best Beertenna siTae HapoypkeHoro Mixx Hamy CriaciTerIs:: aHTeNn CIIiBAKOTh,
MTACTYIIIKKM ITOKIIOHSIOTHCS, Lapl 31 3BI3OOI0 IIOOOPOXKYIOTb. Mup Boxum cxommutb [0
po3ry01eHOro 7 3aKI0OTaHOrO JIOJICTBA, 1110 OTPVIMYE CBIT/IO HAfil, sSIKe Cs€ Hajl IIiM
ceirom 3 ybororo Budrmeemy! Pisnpo - 11e cBsito HabmvokeHHs bora - Icyca-TBoplis, «uepes
SIKOTO BCe TTOCTaIO» — IO JIIOAWHM, CBOI'O COTBOPiHHSA. fIke He3barHenHe TaiHcTBO! Cl10BO
Boxe BrimioeThes y cBiit 06pas: bor crae momHoI0O, cTBopenoo Ha Voro obpas i momoby.
Bin crae omHuM i3 Hac, XMBe TIOPYyY, ITOMiIsSE BCe HAIlle, Bepe na cebe mrOACHKI HeMOUi 71
TepriinHs, mob My Mormm Bimuytn Voro GesycraHHy OnmM3bKicTh i KuMTU B pajlicHin
CBIIOMOCTI, 1110 B KO>)KHY MUTb «3 HaMu bor!».

Y Pisnei XpucroBomy Gesmexunit bor obmexye cebe, BcemoryTHin BXoouTs y HeMid
HOBOHapomKeHo! nutuHu. «Bin, icnyroun B Boxin nmpuposi, He BBakas 3a 3710014 CBOIO
piBHicTE i3 borom, a npumenmms cebe camoro, MpPMITHSBIIN BUITISH, CIyTM, CTaBIIN
1101i0HMM 10 mroamHN. 110100010 SBMBILIMCH SK JTIOIMHA. . .» (®nm. 2, 6-7). bor Orerp uepes
csoro CyHa B JIIOACKKOMY Tisti xepTBye cebe mmomuHi cvtoro Graromari Cearoro [dyxa. Ta
came 1e boxecrseHHe camooOMexeHHs BigKpuBae HaM jiBepi /10 Boxkoi Oe3mexHOCTi B
moboBi Ta cuti. Yepes HbOTO TIOAMHI JlapyeThes OCTYII JI0 IIOBHOTH JKUTTS B XPUCTL: 1 10
ITIOBHOTM JIFOJICBKOT I'JTHOCTI Ta Be/ndi, i 70 MOBHOTHU Ipuyactd BiuHOcTi. Bo, sik HaByae
artocrort [Tasno, mam mobsumn Otenp, gJapyroun Ham Icyca, 3abaaB, «11100 ycsi 11oBHOTa

nepebysarna B Heomy» (Kom. 1, 19).
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[Tpuxomsum 10 Hac y Bursadi ¢1yru, ['ocons 3aHYpPIOETHCS B TeMPSIBY JIHOICHKOT
Garay kocTi Ta HeHaBMCTI, Y OUTb 1 cTpaskIaHHST KOXKHOT'O: AUTVHU V1 CTaplis, ITIOJIOHEHOrO
IIi[] TOPTy pamMy, TaTa ¥ MaM, $KI IUTa4yTh Hayl yTpadeHoo auTuHO0. Sk [ntd, Bin mave
pasoM i3 popuHamy, 1110 BTpaTwI OIM3bKMX BiI pOCIFICBKMX PaKeT, i BTUpae CIIb03U TUM,
XTO 11030yBCs BCOTO ~ PIAHNMX, MalTHa, MicTa 4y ceJia.

OnHaxk 3anyproeTbes BiH y Hamy TeMmpssy, 100 craty HarmM CBIT/IOM i TaM, /e 3710
cie cmepTs, BimkpuTi HebOo, abu Ti, 110 IUIa4yTh, MOIJIM Pa30M i3 IACTYIIKaMM IIOYYTH
IIPOBIIIIEHHS! Pa/IOCTI BiJ aHTesa, KM Kaxke HaM 1€l pisapsHol Houi: «He Ginrecs, 6o s
3BillIal0 BaM Be/IMKY pajlicTh, 1110 Oy/ie pasIicTio BChbOT0 HapoLy: ChOTOIHI HapOAMBCSI BaM y
micri [lauposim Criacurerts, Bin ske Xpucrtoce I'ocriozib. I ock BaM 3HaK: By 3HaVETe [INTS
CIIOBUTE, 11O JIeXKaTuMe B sciax» (J1k. 2, 10-12).

Cearkysaty Pisfpo o3Havae NpUITHSATHI pamicTh, 110 IIPMXOOUTE He Bil JIIOfIeN, a Bijl
bora; He Bifm 3em1i, a 3 HeDa; He BiI JTIOICHKOrO ycixy, a Bij1 boxecTBeHHOI caMOIIOXKePTBI
3apajiy HallIoro CliaciHHsIL.

[1st Hac HUHI cBATKYBaTH Pi3/Bo - Ile cTaTi TaKoX 3HaTHUMM 10 CaMOOOMEKeHHs,
11100 Bi/IKPMTH y CBOEMY cepIli (cBoeMy /10Mi Ta cBoiit apadpii) mictie i Icyca 3 Mapiero ta
Mocudom. Camoroxkeprsa B iM’st mo6oBi 10 Bora i Gmmkiboro npunocuts HeGecHy
paicTs, 60 MV CTBOPIOEMO MPOCTIP XKUTTS 1 MOPSATYHKY IS TUX, KOMY )KOPCTOKICTb BiVIHM
3arpoKy€ PpaHOK UM CMepTio. Pajiicte HapomKyeTbcs B TOMY, 110 MM CTAEMO
CITIByYaCHMKaMW 3aXMCTy 71 30epeXkeHHs JTIOJICbKOrO XXUTTS - IIepeIyciM Hamcmabmmx i
HaVIMeHIII 3axXVIIEeHNX Cepert Hac. JIKINO chbOrojiHi IIyKaell 3HaKy, CUTHasly Ta BKas3iBHMKa,
7€ 3HaVTH PaJIiCTh, 104y aHI'e/IbChKI c/ToBa: «I Ock BaM 3HaK: BV 3HAVIETE [IUTH. ..».

o6 1 pamicTs He MMHYJIa Hac, IIOXEPTBYMMO YMMOCH CBOIM 3a/li HeMoudi
OmkHBOrO! SIK MacTyIIKM, BUVILIMO i3 «30HM KOMQOPTY», MHOCHIIIIMO [0 Cy4acHOTrO
Budprieemy, sikmi1, MOXITMBO, HefaTeKo Bif Hac: cepef] HeMIUHMX Ta BPAas/IMBMX Y HAIIOMY
OyamnKy, MicTi um cesti. 3aBitammo 10 HuX, IIIyKarO4u Tiel pagocTi 1 JUISTIMch THM, 110 caMi
BXe orpmmann. Toal Hama Korsma craHe BCeMOTYTHBOIO, CTPEIleHe TeMpsIBY Ha 3eMiIi Ta
BifIKpue Hebeca st Boxoro ceiTiia cepesL Hac.

CroropgHi cearkysaTu Pi3mso B YxpaiHi - 11e BomHOYAC BUKIMK i XPUCTUSHCbKUN
rofsur! Bopor JII0/ICbKOro pofly HaMaraeThesi 3aHy pUTY Hac y XOJIOTT 1 TEMPSIBY, - TeMPSIBY
He smine isnyHy, 11030aBiIsTioun ereKTpoeHeprii Ta Terula, a 1 y TeMpsiBy posiiady,
3HEBIPYM, MAHINYJAIi 1 TOpryBaHHs [O0T€I0 HAIIOr0 Hapody B IIOPOXHIX crpobax
YMUPOTBOPUTH 37TOUMHIIS.

Te, mo BimOyBaeThCs MIOHOU B YKpaiHCBKMX MicTax i celax, BUXOOUTH Jarieko 1o3a
MeXi pO3yMiHHS BIIHM B HMBiIisoBaHoMy cBiti. Ilepen mamm - He rpocro BifiHa, a
HaBMMCHe, CUCTeMaTH4YHe, CIUIAHOBaHe W TexXHOJIOTIYHO 3abesredere macoBe BOMBCTBO
HEBMHHVIX: JXIHOK, CTapIliB, /IiTeV, SKVX BOPOT IIIOHOU] CIIATIOE KVBIIEM y BIIaCHMX JJOMiBKax
paxeTamu Ta ApoHamu. CeoromHi Ykpaina 1ojibHa /10 Tiel 3aIrtakaHoi MaTepi, [po siKy
rOBOPWTB IIPOPOK: «B Pami uyTu rosoc, ryiad i Tsokke pumanis: To Paxwib riade 3a JiTbMu
CBOIMIM 11 He Xoue, 1100 ii BrimmTy, 60 ix HeMae» (€p. 31, 15).
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Ta cepen 1iei TempsiBu 11pobuBaeThest HebecHe cBiTiio Xpucra. Tox CBITKYIIMO
CMIIMBO 11 paficHO, 60 csiTkyBaTH PisnBo B YkpaiHi - 11e riepemaraT! A Ha IIOCEIeHHSX —
11 CTOSITH, OropTaTy CBOiX cectep i OpaTis B YKkpaiHi MOTMTBOIO ¥ PO3MiNIATH IIepeMOory.
[Tomix namu, B Ykpaini i Ha rocestennsM, Hapoamses Harrn Criac - Xpucroc! Hac xouyThb
3aHYPUTH B TEMPSBY 1 XO0JIO, a MU 3irpiBa€éMO 11 OCBITJIIIOEMO OJIHE OIHOIO BIAKPUTUMMU
cepriaMi, y sikux Ui [lursrka Icyca snanocs Tak barato micris!

Y camooOMexeHHI Ta caMOIIOXepTBI, HaBiTh cepejl BUCHAKEHHS 1 BTOMM, MK
HaBUWIVCS BITHOBIIIOBATU CUJIV 1 CTIVIKICTB BIpOIO B Te, IO «3 HaMu bors. oro Hewmiy Hac
3MiIIHIOE, a BOoricTh 30arauye! Harn GaraTni XpucTHSHCBKII IOCBI/T Bipy CbOTOIHI MOXKe
30araTrUTH 7 3BEeCeTUTH LTI CBIT:

BosBeceaimes Bci pazom Humi:
Xpucmoc pooubes 6 6ionii sckuni!
[Mocaionim Bikom cmaB woaoBixom,

Bei ymiwanimecs na semai.

Ta m06 cearkysatu PisaBo IoIHS, KOXKEH Mae 3poOnTM BIIacHMA Bubip. Omgum i3
Harmx OOMOBMX KOMaHAMPIB CKasas 40 KOXHOTO yKpaiHiist: «BifiHa He sakiHumTbes Oes
Tebe!l». Tak i cborommi - pisjiBsiHa caMoIOXepTBa MOTPebye ydyacTi KOXKHOIO 3TiTHO 3
MTOK/TMKaHHSM Ta BiAIIOBimaibHicTio. Pi3aBsHa pamicTs He npuzie Oe3 Tebe, cHY UM TOHIO
Harof Llepksu i Haloro Haposy, xo4 Ou jie v XuB i 1110 pobus. Koxen MYCHUTB 3pOOUTHI
ceint Bubip B im'st Kurrs—urarka Icyca, 110 HapoamBes MK HaMu B OifHiv rieyepi, y
sicr1ax Ha ciHi!

YV wen ceitimin gens PismBa XpucToBOro BiTard KOXKHOIO 3 Bac TeIUIOM BoKol
OesycranHoi Ommsbkocti. OBiriMaro TUX, XTO HalleKo Bij pimHOI 3eMyIi, KOro BirHa
posTyuniia 3 HaMpPiHIIINMY, APYXWH, 4Ki 4YeKaroTh IIOBEPHEHHS 3 (PPOHTY CBOIX
YOJIOBIKIB, 1 /1iTeN, SIKi MOJISITRCH, 11100 TaTO AKHAMIIIBUIIIIIE IIOBEPHYBCS [I0IOMY.

OcobnmBo BiTaw HaIIMX JIITOYOK, SKi B)Ke ITOCIIIAIOTE 31 CIIiBOM IpajaBHIX KOISAI0K
JI0 HaIlIMX JIOMIBOK, 1100 HeCcTu pi3fBsiHi BinmyBaHHa! Hexarn 11i Manenbki OnaroBicHuKM
1iepeMoru YKpaitm He Wy Th Bi Hac i3 TopoxHiMu pykammu!

3 rmbOKOIO BSYHICTIO B CepIii BiTAl0 HAIIMX BiICBKOBMX, BOJIOHTEPIB, ME[IMKIB,
€HEepTeTUKIB 1 pATYBaIbHMKIB. Bu € HOCisSIMM HafIil, HEBTOMHO 3aXMIIIAI0YM, MOTPYIMYIOUM
Ta 30epirarouy JXUTTsI HalIoro GaraTocTpaskIabHOTO JIIOLY.

Birato Tux, xT0 Ha (POHTI, Ha OKyNOBaHWX TEPUTOPIsAX, y mikapHsx. OcobnmBo
3aculalo PisABSIHI BITAHHS i 10OaXaHHs yCSIKOTO rapas/ly THM, XTO BTPATUB JOMIBKY, i THM,
XTO JIaB IPUXMCTOK — PISMIHWUI i AyxoBHMI - T0Tpebyrouny, B YKpaiHi un 3a KOPIOHOM.
baaro, 11100 BI Biguym Goman KPUXTY IOMAIIIHBOI'O 3aTUIIIKY Ta Pi3OBSIHOI PasIoCTi.

3 Pismom Xpucrosum obiriMaio TMX, XTO OIUIaKye BTpaTy 3armbiImx i 3HUKIMX
OesBicTy, TUX, XTO OIIKY€TbCS TIOPAaHEHWMM B JIKapHSX, 1 TUX, XTO TPYAUTbCS Hapl
IIOBEPHEHHSIM I[TOJIOHEeHVX 1 HaCMIILHO [IeTTOPTOBaHMX.

Bij1 mmporo cepiyst yaiisio seim Bam GaTeKiBebKe Gr1arocsioseH s i Gakaxo KOXHOMY,
BIJI HAVIMOJIOMIIIOTO IO HAVICTAPIIOro, PafocTi AiTert Boxmx, cMayHOT KyTi, Becesx cBSIT
Pisnea XpucToBOro Ta IMIACIMBOTO, MEPEMOXKHOTO, MMPHOIO i 6J1aroc/ioBeHHOrO
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IPUIIEITHBOr0 poKy. OHOBIMO HAIy 3[aTHICTB CBITUTM ¥ 3irpiBaTM OHE OJTHOTO
PI3ABSIHMM CBIT/IOM, KOJISIIOIO Ta MOTTUTBOIO. TO[Ii Jko/iHa TeMpsiBa 11 XOJIOJHEeYa Hac HiKOJTI

He 11010J1a€!

Liv rtm,/

JATOCJIAB

npu ITaTpiapiromy co CKpeciHHs XPHUCTOBOIO,
y 7eHb CBATOrO OTLI Halroro Muxosiasi, apXmermcKora Muip JIMKiVICBKMX, 9y IOTBOPIIS,

6 rpyans 2025 poky Boxkoro
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CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER
OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV

Most Reverend Archbishops and Metropolitans,
God-loving Bishops, Very Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics,
Dearly Beloved Brothers and Sisters,
in Ukraine and throughout the world

And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.
(Luke 2:12).

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
Beloved in Christ!

Today the whole universe welcomes the Savior born among us: angels sing, shepherds
worship, kings travel with a star. The peace of God descends upon a confused and troubled
humanity, which receives the light of hope that shines over the whole world from lowly
Bethlehem! Christmas is the feast of God — Jesus the Creator, “through whom all things were
made” —approaching man, his creation. What an incomprehensible mystery! The Word of
God becomes incarnate in his own image: God becomes man, created in his image and
likeness. He becomes one of us, lives next to us, shares all that we have, takes on human
weaknesses and suffering, so that we can feel His unwavering closeness and live in the
joyful awareness that at every moment “God is with us!”

In the Nativity of Christ, the infinite God limits Himself, the Almighty enters into the
frailty of a newborn child “Though he was in the form of God, he did not count equality
with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men” (Phil. 2:6-7). God the Father, through His Son in human
flesh, offers Himself to humankind by the power of grace of the Holy Spirit. Indeed, it is this
Divine self-limitation that opens the door for us to God'’s limitlessness in love and power.
Through Him, man is granted access to the fullness of life in Christ: both to the fullness of
human dignity and greatness, and to the fullness of communion with eternity. For, as the

P.O. Box. 210, Kyiv, 02002, Ukraine tel/fax: +38 (044) 541-11-14 E-mail: Ver_Arch@ugcc.org.ua




Page 2 of 4
Bux. BA 25/313 ENG

Apostle Paul teaches, our loving Father, in giving us Jesus, willed “that in Him all the
tullness should dwell” (Col. 1:19).

Coming to us in the form of a servant, the Lord plunges into the darkness of human
indifference and hatred, into each person’s pain and suffering: the child and old man held
captive under torture, the father and mother who weep over a lost child. As a Child, He
weeps with the families who have lost loved ones from Russian missiles and wipes away
the tears of those who have lost everything — their relatives, property, city, or village.

However, He plunges into our darkness to become our Light and, where evil sows
death, to open up heaven, so that those who weep can, together with the shepherds, receive
the tidings of joy from the angel who proclaims this Christmas night: “Fear not, for behold,
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger” (Lk 2:10-12).

Celebrating Christmas means accepting the joy that comes not from men but from
God; not from earth but from heaven; not from human success but from divine self-sacrifice
for our salvation.

For us today, celebrating Christmas means also becoming capable of self-limitation, in
order to open a place in our hearts (our homes and our parishes) for Jesus with Mary and
Joseph. Self-sacrifice out of love for God and neighbor brings heavenly joy, because we
create a place of life and salvation for those who are threatened with injury or death by the
cruelty of war. Joy is born from our becoming participants in the protection and
preservation of human life, especially of the weakest and least protected among us. If today
you are looking for a sign, a signal and a direction marker to where to find joy, harken the
angelic words: “ And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby... ”

So that this joy does not pass us by, let us sacrifice something of ourselves for the sake
of the weakness of our neighbor! Like shepherds, let us leave our “comfort zone”, let us
hurry to the Bethlehem of today, which may be not far from us: among the weak and
vulnerable in our home, city, or village. Let us visit them, seeking that joy, and sharing what
we ourselves have already received. Then our caroling will become all-powerful, dispelling
the darkness on earth and opening the heavens for God's light among us.

Today, celebrating Christmas in Ukraine is both a challenge and a Christian feat! The
enemy of the human race is trying to plunge us into cold and darkness, not only physical
darkness, depriving us of electricity and heat, but also into the darkness of despair, disbelief,
manipulation, and trading away the fate of our people in vain attempts to appease the
criminal.

What is happening every night in Ukrainian cities and villages goes far beyond the
limits of war, as understood in the civilized world. Before us is not just a war, but a
deliberate, systematic, calculated, and technologically sophisticated mass murder of
innocents: women, the elderly, and children, whom the enemy burns alive in their own
homes every night with missiles and drones. Today, Ukraine is like that weeping mother,
about whom the prophet speaks: “A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter
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weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children,
because they are no more” (Jer. 31:15).

But amidst this darkness, the heavenly light of Christ breaks through. So let us
celebrate boldly and joyfully, because celebrating Christmas in Ukraine is to be victorious!
And abroad, it means standing, covering our sisters and brothers in Ukraine with prayer
and sharing in the victory. Among us, in Ukraine and abroad, is born our Savior - Christ!
They want to plunge us into darkness and cold, but we warm and illuminate each other
with open hearts, in which so much room has been found for the Baby Jesus!

In self-limitation and self-sacrifice, even in the midst of exhaustion and fatigue, we
have learned to restore strength and resilience by believing that “God is with us.” His
weakness strengthens us, His poverty enriches us! Our rich Christian experience of faith
today can enrich and gladden the whole world:

Let us all rejoice together today:

Christ was born in a poor cave!

He became man in the last days,

All of you be comforted on earth.
(“Vozveselimsia vsi razom nyni”)

But in order to celebrate Christmas every day, each one of us must make a personal
choice. One of our combat commanders said to every Ukrainian: “The war will not end
without you!” So also today - the self-sacrifice of Christmas requires the participation of
everyone according to their calling and responsibility. The joy of Christmas will not come
without you, son or daughter of our Church and our people, no matter where you live and
what you do. Everyone must make their choice for the sake of Life —the Baby Jesus, who
was born among us in a poor cave, laid on a bed of hay in a manger!

On this bright day of Christmas, I greet each of you with the warmth of God's
unwavering closeness. I embrace those who are far from their homeland, whom the war has
separated from their closest relatives, wives who are waiting for their husbands to return
from the front, and children who pray that their father will return home as soon as possible.

I especially greet our little children, who are already hurrying from home to home
singing ancient carols to bring Christmas greetings! May these little heralds of Ukraine's
victory not leave us empty-handed!

With deep gratitude in my heart, I greet our military, volunteers, doctors, energy
workers, and rescuers. You are the bearers of hope, tirelessly protecting, supporting, and
preserving the lives of our long-suffering people.

I greet those who are at the front, in the occupied territories, in hospitals. I especially
send Christmas greetings and best to those who have lost their homes, and to those who
have given shelter - physical and spiritual - to those in need, in Ukraine or abroad. May
you feel at least a little bit of home comfort and Christmas joy.

With Christ’s Nativity I embrace those who mourn the loss of the dead and those
missing in action, those who care for the wounded in hospitals, and those who work to
return the captives and forcibly deported.
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From the bottom of my heart, I extend my fatherly blessing to all of you and wish
everyone, from the youngest to the oldest, the joy of God's children, a delicious kutia, a
merry celebration of Christ’s Nativity and a happy, victorious, peaceful, and blessed year
ahead. Let us renew our ability to shine and warm one another with the light of Christmas,
with carols, and prayer. Then no darkness or cold will ever overcome us!

Christ is born! Glorify Him!

‘Q‘;: £ :‘"" o
at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ,

on the day of our father, St. Nicholas of Myra in Lycia, the Wonderworker,
the 6th of December in the 2025t Year of our Lord




