MISSIONARY VOCATION OF OUR CHURCH

Sunday, June 14 YepBus, Henins 2026
Heoins mpems no 3icnanni Ceamoeo /{yxa. I nac 2.
Cg. mpop. €nuces. Cs. Metonuis, narp. Llapropoacskoro

The Third Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 2.
Prophet Elisha. St. Methodius, patriarch of Constantinople

Epistle / Anoctoa - Pumiian / Romans 5, 1-10
Gospel / €Banredie - Mares / Matthew 6, 22-33

Inter-religious Dialogue: The Church engages other religions with
respect, seeking common ground while sharing the truth.

The Catholic Church’s missionary teaching at the parish level embraces inter-
religious dialogue, engaging other faiths with respect while sharing the Gospel’s
truth. The Gospel reading of Matthew 6:22-33, where Jesus teaches about the “lamp
of the body” and seeking God’s kingdom first, guides parishes in this mission,
fostering mutual understanding and witnessing to Christ’s love.

In Matthew 6:22-23, Jesus says, “The lamp of the body is the eye. If your eye is
sound, your whole body will be filled with light.” This metaphor calls parishioners
to approach inter-religious dialogue with clarity and sincerity, seeing the dignity in
others while remaining rooted in Christian truth. Parishes can embody this by
hosting interfaith events, such as shared prayer services or community service
projects, where Catholics and members of other faiths - Muslim, Jewish, or Hindu -
collaborate on common goals like aiding the poor. These efforts build bridges,
reflecting the Church’s commitment to respect and charity.

Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 6:24-33, urging disciples to “seek first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness,” underscores the balance of dialogue and witness.



Parishes engage other religions not by compromising their faith but by living it
authentically - through hospitality, open discussions, and acts of service. For
example, if the opportunity arises, a parish can invite leaders from local mosques,
shrines, or synagogues to discuss shared values like compassion or justice when
praying for peace in Ukraine, while gently sharing the hope of the Gospel. This
approach aligns with the Church's call to find common ground, such as a shared
concern for creation, while proclaiming Christ as the source of truth.

The mission of inter-religious dialogue also invites parishes to trust in God’s
providence, as Jesus assures in Matthew 6:33, “All these things will be given to you
besides.” By prioritizing God’s kingdom, parishes can engage other faiths without
fear, confident that their witness bears fruit. This might involve educating
parishioners about other religions to dispel stereotypes, fostering respectful dialogue,
or supporting interfaith initiatives that address local needs, like homelessness or
peace-building.

Through inter-religious dialogue, parishes live out the missionary call of Matthew
6:22-33, becoming lamps of light in their communities. By engaging other religions
with respect, seeking common ground, and sharing the Gospel’s truth, they embody
Christ’s love, fostering unity while remaining faithful to the Church’s mission of
evangelization.

FOLLOW UP MEDITATION:

If we truly believe that every living person on earth has been created by God, is
beloved by God, and is intended to return to God to dwell with God in eternity, then
we should be able to view all peoples with respect and compassion, while staying
true to our own faith and witnessing this faith as best we can.

ACTIVITY THIS WEEK: (Let us say with sincerity the prayer that Jesus Himself
taught us.)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.

Mickpeairiiinumii  giagor: IlepkBa 3 moBaror0 B3aEMOAIE€ 3 IHIIUMH
peirisiMH, IIYKaI04YX CIUIbHE MIATPYHTS Ta AUISTYUCH 1CTHHOTO.

Miciitne BuenHs Karonunpkoi IlepkBu Ha mnapadisiabHOMY piBHI OXOILUIIOE
MDKPENITIAHANA A1aJI0T, B3a€EMOIIOYHM 3 1HITUMHU BipaMH 3 IOBarol, OJHOYACHO
JISYUCh ICTUHOW €BaHrenmis. €BaHreiabcbke yuTaHHsa 3 Mares 6:22-33, ne Icyc
HABYA€ MPO «CBITWIBHUK TUIa» Ta HEOOXIJHICTh IIyKaTH Hacamiepesn boxoro
apcTBa, CHPsSMOBYe Hamr mapadii B Iiid Micli, CIpUSIOYA B3a€EMOPO3YMIHHIO Ta
CBITYCHHIO XPHCTOBOI JIO00BI.

VY Mares 6:22-23 Icyc kaxe: « CBITUJIBHUK JJIS T1J1a — 1€ OKO. SIKIIO TBOE OKO YHUCTE,
TO BCe TBOE TuIo Oyne cBimmm». Lls XpucroBe 3BepHEHHs 3akimKae mapadisH
MIIXOAUTH 0 MIUKPEIITIHHOro Aianory 3 SCHICTIO Ta IIUPICTIO, BU3HAIOYM T1IHICTh



IHIITUX HApOJIIB Ta KYJBTYp, aje 3aJUIalouiCh BKOPIHEHUMH B CBOiM XPUCTUSHCHKIMI
ineHTuyHoCTl. Ilapadii MoXyTh BTUIIOBaTHM 1€, OPraHI30BYIOUM MIXKpEINIriiHi
3aX01M, TakKl SK TPOEKTH TPOMAJCHKOI CIYKOW, /1€ KATOJMKH Ta MPEICTABHUKHU
IHIIUX BIPOCIOBIJIaHb — MYCYJbMaHH, OJI€i UM 1HAYICTH — CIIBIPAIIOIOTH 3471
CIUIbHUX I[IJIEH, HAPUKIIA, TOMOMOTH O1JHUM B OKOJIUIll CBOro micta. L1 3ycusmis
OyIyrOTh MOCTH, BijoOOpa)karouu BijnaHicTh [lepkBu moBasi, TiHOCTI Ta MUJIOCEPTIO
710 JIFOJVHH.

Buenns Icyca B Mares 6:24-33, sike 3aKJIMKa€e Y4YHIB «IIyKaTu Hacammepes boxoro
I[apCTBa Ta MOTO CIPaBEAJIUBOCTIY, MIIKPECTIOE OATAHC MIXK JI1aJIOTOM 1 CBITYCHHSIM.
[Tapadii B3aeMOmitOTh 3 IHIIUMHU PENITIIMHU, HE KOMIIPOMEHTYIOUYHM CBO€I BIpH, a
YKUBYUYU HEIO aBTEHTHUYHO — Y€pe3 TOCTUHHICTh, BIAKPUTI JUCKYCIi Ta 0COOIMBO aKTH
cnyxinHs. Hanmpukian, sSKIo € Taka MOXJIHBICTh, Tapadis MOXE 3alPOCUTH JiAepiB
MICLIEBUX MEUeTed, CBATUHb UM CHHAror JJii OOrOBOPEHHS CIUIBHMX I[IHHOCTEH,
TaKUX SIK CHIBUYTTS YU CIPaBEIJIMBICTh, KOJIM MOJMMOCS 3a MHUp B YKpaiHi,
BOJIHOYAC M SIKO IIISYUCh Hamiero €Banremis. llei minxin BiAMOBITaE 3aKINKY
llepkBu 3HaXOIUTH CHIIbHE MIATPYHTS, HANpPUKIAA, CHUIBHY TypOOTy T™Ipo
CTBOPIHHS, MPOTOJIOIIYIOYN XPHUCTA K HKEPETIO 1ICTUHH.

Miciss MDKpenirifHOTO Jiajory TakoX 3amporrye mapadii moBipatu boxomy
MPOBUIIHHIO, K 3aneBHsie Icyc y Mates 6:33: «Bce e gogactbcst Bam». [Ipioputet
boxxoro napcrtBa no3Boiisie mapadisiM B3a€EMOIIATH 3 IHIIMMHU BipamMHu 0€3 CTpaxy,
BIICBHCHUM, IO iXHE CBIIUYCHHS MPUHOCHUTH Mioau. lle Moke BKIIFOYATH MPOCBITY
napadisH Ipo 1HIM Pemirii Iy POo3BIHUYAHHS CHHKPETHU3MY, CTEPEOTHUITIB, CIIPUSHHS
MIaHOOIMBOMY Jiajory abo MiATPUMKY MDKPENITMHUX 1HIIIATUB, K1 BUPIIIYIOThH
MICIIeB1 MOTPEOH, TaKi K OE3TOMHICTh Y MHPOOYTyBaHHS.

Uepes mikpeniriiinuid mianor mapadii BTUTIOIOTh MICIHHMM 3akiauk Mares 6:22-33,
CTalO4YM CBITWJIBHMKAMU CBITJIA y CBOiX TrpoMajax. Bsaemomiiouum 3 1HIIUMH
peniriiMu 3 IMOBarol, NIYKAlOUW CHUIbHE MIATPYHTS Ta JUISYUCH 1CTHHOIO
€BaHrenisi, BOHM BTUIIOIOTh XPUCTOBY J0OOOB, CIPHUSIOYU €IHOCTI, 3aJUIIAIOYHCH
BipHMMHU Micii LlepkBu Ta eBaHremi3aii.

JOJATKOBA MEJAUTALIA:

k1o Mu cripaBi BIpUMO, 1110 KOYKHA KMBa JIIOAMHA Ha 3eMJil Oyina ctBopeHa borowm,
ymo6neHa borom 1 npusHadena noBepuytucs 1o bora, mo6 xutu 3 Hum y BiyHOCTI,
TOJIl MM TMOBUHHI OYTH 3/1aTHI CTAaBUTHUCS JIO BCIiX JIFOJEH 3 MOBAror Ta CIIBUYTTSM,
3aJIMIIAI0YNCh BIpHUMU cOO1 Ta CBOIH BipI.

3ABJAHHS HBOI'O TU/KHSA

([aBaiiTe mupo mpoMOBJISITH MOJIUTBY, siK01 HaBuMB Hac Cam Icyc.)

Otue Ham, mo ecu Ha HebOecax! Hexaili catuthes TBoe iM's! Hexait mpuiine
[HapctBo TBoe! Hexait Oyme Bomst TBos, sik Ha HeO1, Tak 1 Ha 3emuti! Ximi® Harm
HACYIIHUWA Jaii HaM ChOTrOAHI. | MpocTM HaM MPOBMHU Halll, K 1 MU MPOILIAEMO
BUHYBAaTLIM HamuM. | He BBEAM HAac y CIIOKYCY, aj€ BH3BOJM HAC BIJ JYKaBOIO.
AMiHB.



