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Epistle / Anocrou - JIii / Acts 1, 1-12

Gospel / €Banreuie - JIyku / Luke 24, 36-53

Eastern Catholic Church Missionary Teaching: The Ascension of Our
Lord

In the Eastern Catholic tradition, the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord, God, and
Saviour Jesus Christ, rooted in Acts 1:6-11 and Luke 24:50-53, is a pivotal moment
for missionary teaching at the parish level. This feast, celebrated forty days after
Pascha, proclaims Christ’s glorification and His promise to send the Holy Spirit,
inspiring parishes to foster a missionary spirit grounded in hope and divine
commissioning.




The Ascension narratives reveal Jesus ascending to the Father, enthroned in glory,
yet remaining present through the promise of the Spirit (Acts 1:8). In Eastern
Catholic theology, this event underscores theosis - divinization - where humanity is
called to share in Christ’s divine glory. Parish missionaries can teach that the
Ascension is not a departure but a commissioning, as Christ empowers His disciples

to be witnesses “to the ends of the earth.” Through liturgical catechesis during the
Divine Liturgy or festal vespers, parishes can emphasize how the faithful are called
to continue Christ’s mission, sharing the Gospel through lives of prayer, charity, and
service in their communities.

The Ascension also highlights Christ’s dual nature - divine and human - united in
glory. Eastern Catholic parishes can draw on this to teach that believers, through
their baptism and chrismation, are invited to participate in this divine life. Homilies
and catechetical sessions can connect the Ascension to the daily vocation of
parishioners, encouraging them to live as missionary disciples who reflect Christ’s
light in their workplaces, families, and neighbourhoods. The feast’s emphasis on
hope, as seen in the disciples’ joyful return to Jerusalem (Luke 24:52), inspires

parishes to cultivate resilience and trust in God’s plan, urging the faithful to
evangelize with confidence.

The rich liturgical life of Eastern Catholic parishes, including Ascension hymns and
iconography, serves as a visual and spiritual catechesis. Icons of the Ascension,
depicting Christ enthroned above the disciples, invite contemplation of His lordship
and promise. Parish missions can encourage practices like the Jesus Prayer or

almsgiving, aligning the faithful with Christ's mission. By integrating these
elements, Eastern Catholic parishes nurture a missionary identity, empowering

believers to embody the Ascension’s transformative message. Through acts of mercy,

forgiveness, and bold proclamation, parishioners extend Christ’s presence, fulfilling
their call to be witnesses of His glory in the world.

FOLLOW UP MEDITATION: The Feast of the Ascension is truly a feast of joy, as is
pronounced in the entrance hymn of the Divine Liturgy of the day. “God ascended
amid shouts of joy, the Lord, at the sound of the trumpet.” Furthermore, the Kondak of
the Feast speaks of our sure faith that, although our Lord, Jesus Christ ascended to His
Father, He did not leave us. “When you had fulfilled Your plan for us and united things on
earth with those in heaven, You ascended in glory, O Christ our God, in no way distant, but
remaining inseparable. You cried to those who love you: I am with You and there is none
against you.”

ACTIVITY THIS WEEK: This week let us express our faith and joy in the Lord’s
Ascension by attending the Divine Liturgy of the Feast.



Miciiine BuyenHsi Cxignoi Kartoamubkoi IlepkBu: Bo3zHeciHHs
I'octiogne

VYV tpamuuii Cxignoi Karomuipkoi IlepkBu cBsito Bosnecinns locmoga 1 bora
Hamoro Crnacurens Icyca Xpucra, mo rpyHtyerscss Ha [isHHsAx 1:6-11 ta Jlyku
24:50-53, € KIIOYOBUM MOMEHTOM JJIsl MICIHHOTO BUCHHS Ha mapadisuibHOMY piBHI.
Ile cBsTO, siIKE BiA3HAYA€THhCS HA COPOKOBUM JAeHb micas [lacxu, mporosoirye
npocnasiaenns Xpucra Ta Moro o6itauio mocnati Cestoro Jlyxa, Hamuxarodu
napadii BUXOBYBaTH MICIMHMI JyX, 3aCHOBaHMM Ha HaJii Ta OO0XECTBEHHOMY
MOKJIMKaHHI.

Omnogiai nmpo Bo3HeciHHS MOKa3yloTh, sk Icyc Bo3HOCUTHCA 10 OTIIA, POCTABICHUMA
y ClaBl, aje 3aJMIIAEThCS MPUCYTHIM uepe3 oOiTHuio Jyxa (Hissaas 1:8). YV
CX1JTHO-KAaTOJHUIIbKIA OOrocioBii e MOAIS MiIKPECTIOE TEO3UC - 000KECTBICHHS,
KOJIM JIFOJICTBO MOKJIMKaHEe OpaTu y4acTh y OOxecTBeHHI ciaBi Xpucta. [lapadisau
CIIOBHEH1 MICIMHOTO Jyxa HaBYaloTh, 10 BO3HECIHHS - 1€ HE BIJX1J, a JOPYyUYCHHS,
amke Xpuctoc Haniase CBOiX y4HIB CHJIOI0 OyTH CBIIKaMHU “aX 10 Kparo 3eMii’.
Uepes miTypriiHy Karexuzailiro mijg dac bokectBeHHoi JIiTyprii 4um CBSTKOBHX
OoorociyxXiHb BeyipHi, mnapadii MOXYTb HAarojJOCUTH, SIK BIpHI TOKJIHKaHI
IPONOBXKYBaTH MicCil0 XpHUCTa, MOMHPIOIOYN €BaHrenie 4epe3 >KUTTS, CIOBHEHE
MOJIUTBY, MUJIOCEP/IS Ta CIY>KIHHS y CBOIX IpOMaIax.

Bo3HeciHHS TakoX MIAKPECHIIOe MOABIMHY mpupoxy Xpucra - OOXKECTBEHHY 1
JIONCHKY - 00’e€qHany B ciaBil. CXiIHO-KaTOJMUIBKI napadii MOXKYTh BUKOPUCTOBY-
BaTH 1€, 100 HaBYaTH, 10 Bipyrodi yepe3 TalHCTBa XPUCTUSHCHKOTO BTAEMHUYCHHS
(Xpumienns, Muponoma3zanus i €BxXapucTii) BXKe € 3alpolIeH] A0 y4acTi B IbOMY
OookecTBeHHOMY KHUTTI. [IpomoBifl Ta KAaTeXUTHUYHI 3aHATTS MOXYTh IIOB’A3aTH
Bo3HeciHHA 3 UIOJEHHUM TMOKJIMKAHHAM TmapadisH, 3a0XOUYIOUU iX KUTH SK
XpHCTOBi yuHi, fKi Bio6paxaroTs HMoro cBiTIo Ha CBOIX poGOUMX MicIIX, Y ciM’sIX
Ta rpomasiax. Haronoc cBsta Ha Hafll, SK BUAHO 3 PaJIICHOTO MOBEPHEHHS y4YHIB JI0



Epycanmumy (Jlyku 24:52), naguxae mapadii BUXOBYBaTH CTIMKICTh 1 JOBIpY 0
Boxoro 3aymy, CIOHYKarOuM BIpHUX €BAHTEII3yBaTH 3 YIIEBHEHICTIO.

barare miTypriliHe >XWUTTS CXIJHO-KAaTOJWUIBKUX Tapadii, BKIOYHO 3 TIMHAMH
Bo3Hnecinnsa Ta ikoHOrpadi€ero, CIyrye Bi3yallbHOIO 1 JYXOBHOIO KaTexu3or. [koHu
Bo3HecinHs, mo 300paXyroTh MPOCIAaBIEHOr0 XpHCTa, 3aNpOLIYIOTH 0
crormsinanus Moro Bmamu Ta oGithumi. IlapadismbHi Micii MOXYTh 3a0XO4yBaTH
NPaKTUKH, Takl sk IcycoBa MONMTBA YW MUJIOCTHHS, SIKI TAPMOHI3YIOTh BIPHHX 13
Miciero Xpucta. [HTerpyroun mi e1eMeHTH, CX1THO-KaTOIUIbKI apadii BUXOBYIOTh
MICIMiHY 1J€HTUYHICTh, JAl0YM BIPYIOUMM 3MOTYy BTITIOBaTH II€PETBOPIOBAIBHE
nocianHd Bos3necinna. Yepe3 aina munocepias, NPOUIEHHS Ta CMIJHUBE
MPOTOJIOMIEHHsT TapadisHU TMOMIUPIOIOTh MPUCYTHICTh XPHUCTA, BHUKOHYIOYH CBOE
MOKIMKAHHS OyTH cBimxamu Moro ciaBu y CBITi.

JTOJATKOBA MEJIUTAILIA:

CsiTo Bo3HeciHHS — 11e CIIpaBkHE CBATO PAJOCTI, SIK PO 11€ TOBOPUTH BXITHUM TMH
boxecrBennoi Jlityprii nus. «bor Bo3Hiccs mig pamicHui cmiB, [ocnoas — mija 3ByK
cypmu». KpiMm Toro, KoHJaK cBsTa TOBOPUTH MPO HAIlly TBEPAY Bipy B Te, 110, XO4a
Iocriogs Ham Icyc Xpucroc BosHiccss 0 Cporo Otis, BiH He 3anuiimB Hac.
«CIIOBHMBIIIM HaIll€ CHACIHHS 1 3’€JHABIIM 3€MHHMX 3 HeOecHUMH, BO3Hiccs Tu y
ciaBl, Xpucre boxke Hami, HE pO3JIy4arouuch, ajié HEBIACTYNHO mepeOyBarouu 1
B3MBAIOYH JI0 THX, 1110 JIIOOIATh Tebe: «S 3 BaMu 1 HIXTO MPOTH BaCy.

3ABJAHHS HbOI'O TUKHS: [{poro TWKHS BHUCIOBIIOWMO HaIly Bipy Ta
paxnicte y Bo3necinns [ocnionne, BiiBiaytoun boxkectBenny JIiTyprito cBsra.



