MISSIONARY VOCATION OF OUR CHURCH

Sunday, April 5 Ksitns, Hexisia 2026

Heoins Ilacxu. Bockpecennss Xpucmoege. Benuxoens

The Holy and Great Sunday of the Resurrection of Our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus
Christ

Epistle / Amoctoa - [Iii / Acts 1, 1-8

Gospel / €Banreiie - IBana / John 1, 1-17

Community Building: The Church builds communities of faith, hope,
and love as a sign of God’s kingdom.

The Catholic Church’s missionary teaching calls parishes to build communities of

faith, hope, and love as signs of God’s kingdom, a mission beautifully reflected in
the Gospel of John 1:1-17, proclaimed during the feast of the Resurrection of Jesus

Christ. This passage, the prologue to John's Gospel, celebrates the Word made flesh,



bringing light and grace to humanity. On Easter, parishes embody this mission by

fostering vibrant communities that reflect the risen Christ’s transformative presence
through worship, formation, and service.

In the beginning was thy
and the /') was with God,
and the /') was God.

W, .s.ffoﬁn"_l-‘

In John 1:1-17, the evangelist declares, “In the beginning was the Word... and the
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us™ (John 1:1, 14). This passage,

read during Easter to emphasize Christ’s victory over death, reveals the Incarnation’s
power to unite humanity with God’s grace. The Resurrection fulfills this promise,
offering faith in Christ’s divinity, hope in eternal life, and love through His
redemptive sacrifice. Parishes, as local expressions of the Church, are called to build
communities that embody these virtues, becoming visible signs of God’s kingdom,

as the Catechism notes: “The Church is the sign and instrument... of communion
with God and of unity among all men” (CCC 775).

At the parish level, Easter worship fosters community through the Eucharist, where
the risen Christ unites believers in faith. The Easter Vigil, featuring John 1:1-17,
invites parishioners to renew their baptismal vows, strengthening their shared
commitment to the Gospel. Parishes enhance this through communal celebrations,
like Easter potlucks or sunrise Divine Liturgies, which build bonds of love and hope,
reflecting the joy of the Resurrection.




Formation deepens these virtues. Easter-themed catechesis, such as homilies or
study groups on John 1, teaches that Christ’s light overcomes darkness, inspiring
faith in God’s presence. For example, a parish might offer a post-Easter series
exploring how the Word’s grace transforms lives, encouraging hope amid challenges.

Youth programs can use the Resurrection to instill confidence in God’s promises,
fostering a community rooted in trust.

Service ministries extend this mission. Inspired by the love of the Word made flesh,
parishes organize outreach - like feeding the hungry or visiting the lonely - mirroring

Christ’'s compassion. These acts build communities where love flourishes, as seen in
Easter initiatives like charity drives. By weaving worship, formation, and service,
parishes reflect John 1:1-17, creating communities of faith, hope, and love that shine

as signs of God’s kingdom, celebrating the risen Christ’s eternal victory.

FOLLOW UP MEDITATION:

Eastern Rite Churches have a beautiful custom that demonstrates the victory of light over
darkness by way of the Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Before the Easter Matins
begins, the faithful gather in a darkened church, holding unlit candles. Suddenly the Royal
Doors are opened and the priest, with a lit candle in hand, sings out: “Come, O faithful,
and take light from the Light that never fades; come and glorify Christ who is risen from
the dead!” The light from his Paschal candle is then passed on, from the servers to the
people... from one to another until the entire church is aglow with light. This is the
proclamation of the Resurrection, the victory of light over darkness, of life over death!
With great joy, the entire congregation processes out the doors and around the church
singing, “In heaven the angels, Christ our Saviour, sing of Your Resurrection. Make us
on earth also worthy to praise and glorify You with pure hearts.”

ACTIVITY THIS WEEK: It is sad when many parishioners skip the Resurrection
Matins, preferring to attend only the Resurrectional Divine Liturgy. Yet it is in the
Matins, with its uplifting melodies and the ringing of bells, that we vocalize the
most profound and most joyful proclamation of the Resurrection of our Lord. This
year let us plan to attend!



IloOynoBa cniibHOTH: [{epkBa Oynye CIBHOTH BIpH, HAIL Ta JIIOOOBI SIK
3HaK boxoro Lapcraa.

Miciitne BueHHst Katonuipkoi LlepkBu 3akinukae napadii OyayBaTtu CHijIbHOTH BipH,
Hajli Ta JOOOBI sk 3HakKW boxkoro IlapcTBa, 1m0 NIpeKpacHO BITOOpaKeHO B
€Banrenii Bix [Bana 1:1-17, mporonomenomy mia yac cBsita Bockpecinusa [ocnona
namoro Icyca Xpucra. Lleit ypuBok, mposor no €Banrenis Bij [BaHa, mpocnasise
CrnoBo, 110 CTajao TUIOM, MPUHOCSYM CBITIIO 1 Onmarogars JtoactBy. Ha Benuknens
napadii BTUTIOIOTH L0 MICil0, CTalO4YM >KMBOIO CHUIHHOTOI, KA € TOKJIMKAaHa
CTBOPIOBATH JXHWBI mpu mnapadignbHi opraHizamii, sfki BigoOpaxamTh
TpaHCcPOpMyIOdy TPUCYTHICTh Bockpecmoro Xpucra depe3 akTHUBHY Y4YacThb y
OorociyxiHHi, (popmMallifo CBOIX WIECHIB Ta CIyXIHHI s 100pa cBoei mapadii Ta
LEPKBHU.

BYJIO B b0rA
1. CJIOBO bYN0 bor.

B IBana 1:1-17 eBanrenuct nporosnomnye: «Ha mouarky Oymno CnoBo... 1 CioBo craino
TUTIOM 1 ocemmiiocss Mk Hamu» (IB. 1:1, 14). Lleli ypuBOK, IO YUTAETHCS I Yac
Benukonusa, mo6 miakpecauTy mepeMory Xpucrta HajJ CMEPTIO, PO3KPUBAE CUITY
Brinenns, ska exnae moactBo 3 boxoro Onaromartio. BockpeciHHS BHUKOHYE ITFO
00ITHUIIIO, TPOTIOHYIOUH Bipy B O0KECTBEHHICTh XPHUCTA, HAJII0 HA BIUHE KUTTS Ta
mo60B uepes Moro cmacurensHy sxeprBy. Ilapadii, sx wmicuesi Bupasu Llepksu,



MOKJIMKaH1 OyayBaTW CHIJIBHOTH, SKI BTUTIOIOTH Il YECHOTH, CTAIOUU BUIUMHMHU
3HakamMu boxoro [lapctBa, sk 3a3nauae Karexusm: «llepkBa € 3HaKoM i
3HAPAISAM. .. €qHAHHA 3 borom 1 eqHOCTI Mik ycima mogpmuy (KKII 775).

Ha piBHI mapadii BenuKoAgHE OOTOCTYXKIHHS CIpUS€ CTBOPEHHIO CIUIBHOTH 4Yepe3
€Bxapucrito, e Bockpecnuii Xpucroc e€qHae Bipyrounx y Bipi. Benukogus YTpens,
3anpomye mapadisH 1T0 CHiJAbHOI mpomecii HaBKOJO IEpKBH, MyOJiU4HO
JEMOHCTPYIOUM CIIUIbHY BiAjaHicTh €BaHreniro Ta yacy cnaciHHsa. Ilapadii
MOCHITIOIOTH TI€ YepPe3 CIMUIbHI CBATKYBAaHHS, TaKi K BEJIMKOIHE CIIJIbHE CBSIYCHE UM
cBitankoBi boxkectBenni JliTyprii, ['aiBku ski OymayroTh 3B’S3KM JIFOOOBI Ta Hajli,
B1JI0Opakarouu pajicTh cBATa BockpeciHHs.

dopmarris mormOIOe 11 yecHOTH. Karexwusaiis Ha BEJIUKOIHIO TEMaTHKY,
HaNpHKIaa, MPONOBiAl YM HaBYAJIbHI TpynH 3a IBaHoM 1, HaBYae, 1m0 cBiTIO XpHCTa
nepemMarae TeMpsiBy, Haauxatoun Bipy B boxy mpucytHicTh. Hanpuxmnan, mapadis
MOJKE 3alpONOHYBATH MICISBEIIUKOIHIO CEPII0 JIYXOBHUX HAyK, NOCTIIKYIOUH, SIK
onarogare CrioBa TpaHCc(OPMYE KHUTTS, 3a0X0UYIOUM HAJII0 Cepell PI3HOMAHITHUX
KUTTEBUX BUKIWKIB. MOJOMIXKHI TpOrpaMud MOXYTh BHKOPHUCTOBYBATH CBSTO
BockpecinHsa, 106 MNpUIIENUTH BIEBHEHICTh Y BOXUX OOITHHINX, CTBOPIOIOYH
CHUJIBHOTY, BKOPIHEHY B JIOBIpI.

\.a/

Z\F

Cny>XiHHS pO3IIUPIOIOTH M0 Micito. HarxnenHi m000B’ 10 CiioBa, 110 CTalo TiJIOM,
napadii OpraHizoByIOTh [JONOMOIY — HaNpHUKIaJ, TOAYBaHHS TOJOAHUX YH
BIJIBIIyBaHHS CaMOTHIX — BimoOpakarouu cmiBuyTTss Xpucrta. [li aii OymayroTh
CIIUJIBHOTH, JI€ TPOIBITAE JIFOOOB, SIK BUIHO 3 BEJIMKOJHIX 1HII[IATUB, TaKUX SIK
OnaroniifHi akmii MIATPUMKH YKPAiHCHKOI IIKOJIM, UM YKPAiHChKUX TaHLIOBaJIbHUX
KOJIEKTUBIB, NITH SKUX MOXYTh opraHizyBaTu mapadisuibHi ['aiBku, Ta mpuiité 3
BEJIMKOJAHIMU cniBamMu Ha mnapadisapHe CninbHe CasueHe. I[loennyroun
oorociyxiHHs, (opmallilo Ta CiIyxXiHHs, napadii BigoOpaxaroth IBana 1:1-17,
CTBOPIOIOYH CIILHOTH BipH, HaJIii Ta JH000BI, SKi CSIOTH sIK 3Haku boxoro IlapcTsa,
CBATKYIOYH BIYHY NEPEMOT’Y BOCKpPECIOro Xpucra.



JOJATKOBA MEJIMUTALISA:

[{epkBu cxigHOTO O0psIYy MalOTh MPEKPACHUN 3BUYAM, IKUH IE€MOHCTPYE EPEMOTY
cBiTIa HajJ TeMmpsBow depe3 Bockpecinns [ocnoga nHamoro Icyca Xpucra. Ilepen
noyatkoM BenukonHpoi YTpeHi BipHI 30HMparoThCsi B TEMHOMY Xpami, TPUMarO4u
He3anajieHi cBluku. Pantom BimuuHstorbes ILlapceki JIBepi, 1 CBSIIEHUK 13
3amajieHol0 CBiukoto B pyiil cmiBae: «IlpuiiaiTh, BipHi, i Bi3bMiTH CBIiTJIO BiA
CriTiia, 110 HIKOJIM He 3racae; NPUHUIITH i mpoc/asisiiTe Xpucra, mo BOCKpec
i3 meprBux!» CBiTio Biag Horo BenukogHhOT CBIYKM MOTIM TEPEIAETHCS Bif
CIIY>KUTEJIIB JI0 JIFOCH. .. BIJ OAHOTO J0 OIHOTO, MIOKU BCSI IIEPKBa HE 3aCs€ CBITIIOM.
[le nporonomenHss BockpeciHHs, MepeMOrd CBITIa HaJl TEMPSBOIO, KUTTA Haj
cMepTio! 3 BEJIMKOI PaJICTIO BCS IPOMajia BUXOAUTH 3a JBEPl Ta HABKOJIO IEPKBH,
ciiBaroun: «Bockpecinus TBoe, Xpucre Cnace, anreu ocniByOTh Ha Hebecax, i
HAC HA 3eMJIi crogoom yucTuMm cepueM Tebe ocriByBaTH i CJIaBUTHY.

3ABJAHHS HBOI'O TU/KHS:

CymHo, konu Oarato mapadissH IpoIyckaroTh BockpecHy YTpeHio, BBaXKarodu 3a
Kpauie BiaBimyBatu nuimie Bockpecny boxectBenny Jlityprito. OnHak came Ha
YTpeni, 3 1l miHECEHUMHU MEJIOAISIMA Ta A3BOHOM J3BOHIB, MH BHTOJIONIIYEMO
HaWrMoIIe Ta HalpaicHime nporojomieHHs Bockpecinns Hamoro ['ocriona. I{soro
POKY IJIaHyiMO BiABIAATH ii!



