MISSIONARY VOCATION OF OUR CHURCH

Sunday, March 8, bepe3nsi, Hexisist 2026
Heoins mpems Benukozo I[locmy, Xpecmonoxnonna. [nac 6.
[Tpm. # icn. Teodinakra, en. Hikomuaiicskoro

Third Sunday in Great Lent: Veneration of the Cross. Tone 6.
Venerable Theophylactus, bishop of Nicomedia

Epistle / Anoctou - €BpeiB / Hebrews 4, 14 -5, 6
Gospel / €BanreJiie - Mapka / Mark 8, 34 -9, 1

Martyrdom and Witness: Some are called to give their lives as martyrs,
bearing ultimate witness to Christ.

The Catholic Church’s missionary teaching calls all believers to bear witness to
Christ, with some called to the ultimate sacrifice of martyrdom, a theme powerfully
reflected in Mark 8:34-9:1. In this Gospel passage, Jesus challenges His disciples to
take up their cross and follow Him, emphasizing the cost of true discipleship. At the
parish level, this teaching inspires communities to foster a culture of courageous



witness, preparing members to live out their faith boldly, even to the point of
martyrdom, through formation, worship, and service.

In Mark 8:34-9:1, Jesus declares, “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny
himself, take up his cross, and follow me” (Mark 8:34). He warns that losing one’s
life for His sake leads to salvation, while clinging to worldly gain risks losing
eternity (Mark 8:35). This call to self-denial and sacrifice underpins the Church’s
understanding of martyrdom as the ultimate witness to Christ’s truth. Parishes, as
local hubs of faith, are tasked with forming believers to live this radical
commitment, whether through daily fidelity or, for some, the extraordinary witness
of martyrdom.

At the parish level, formation programs cultivate this spirit of witness. Homilies and
catechesis on Mark 8 can inspire parishioners to embrace their crosses - personal
struggles, persecution, or societal pressures - with faith. For example, a parish can
organize a study group about modern martyrs, such as the new blessed martyrs of
Ukraine, to show how laypeople, priests, nuns, and bishops lived extraordinary
witness. Such teachings encourage parishioners to stand firm in their faith, even in a
secular world that may challenge Christian values.

The sacraments strengthen this mission. The Eucharist, celebrated weekly, unites
believers with Christ’s sacrifice, empowering them to live sacrificially. Confirmation
equips the baptized with the Holy Spirit’s gifts to boldly proclaim the Gospel.
Parishes also foster witness through service. Ministries like pro-life advocacy or
outreach to the marginalized reflect the self-giving love of Mark 8:35, preparing
members for courageous witness in daily life or, for some, in moments of
persecution.



Parishes honor martyrs by celebrating their memorial days - for example, by
celebrating Saint Nicholas, Saint George, Saint Peter, Saint Paul, Saint Demetrius, or
local martyrs - reminding the community of their call to faithful witness. By forming
consciences, offering sacramental grace, and encouraging service, parishes prepare
believers to take up their cross, bearing witness to Christ - whether through daily
fidelity or the ultimate sacrifice of martyrdom - in hope of the kingdom promised in
Mark 9:1.

FOLLOW UP MEDITATION:

When we read the stories of the martyrs of the early Church, we recognize that their
ultimate sacrifices resulted in conversions of pagans and the growth of the Church.
Today, not all of us are called to martyrdom but we are all called to make sacrifices.
The form of sacrifice most available to us is the sacrifice of prayer. Prayer demands
that we give up trivial pursuits and devote time to communion with God. The
spiritual benefits that result are beyond our comprehension. During her apparitions
in Fatima, the Blessed Mother told the children to make sacrifices for sinners and to
pray the Rosary daily. These sacrifices were intended to help save souls and to bring
about peace in the world. The children were instructed to offer their personal
sacrifices to God as an act of reparation for the sins committed against Him and as a
supplication for the conversion of sinners.

ACTIVITY THIS WEEK:

This week let us accept Mary’s instruction to spend more time in prayer, both at
liturgical services at the church and privately at home. Our world is so much in need
of prayer. Just think... with our prayers together we can bring about help world
peace and reconciliation.



MyuyeHMITBO Ta CBifuyeHHs: JledKl MOKJIMKAHI BIJJIATH CBOE KUTTS SIK
MYYE€HHUKH, HECY4YH HAWBUIIIE CBIAYEHHS PO XPHUCTA.

Miciitne BueHHs Karonuipkoi LlepkBu 3akiaukae BCiX BIPYHOUMX CBUIYUTH IIPO
Xpucra, a IeIKuX, K 1€ BUMHUIN OJa)KCHHI HOBOMYYCHHWKH YKpaiHW, HaBIiTh [0
HAWBHUINOT )KEPTBU MYUYEHHUIITBA, IO TIOTYKHO BimoOpaxeHo B €BaHrenii Big Mapka
8:34-9:1. V nmpomy ypuBKy Icyc 3akiukae CBOIX y4HIB B3STH CBiil XpECT 1 CJIiTyBaTu
3a Hum, Haronomyroud Ha IiHI CHPaBXHBOro y4dHiBCTBAa. Ha piBHI mapadii e
BUCHHS HAJMXAa€ TPOMAJHW CTBOPIOBATH KYJIBTYPy MYKHBOTO CBITUEHHS, TOTYIOUH
napadisH CMIJIMBO >KUTH CBO€IO BIpOI, HaBITh JI0 MYUYCHHMIITBA, 4epe3 OCOOHCTY
IyXOBHY (popmariito, 60rociy>KiHHS Ta CIIy>KIHHS y LIEPKOBHI1M IpoMaii.

Y Mapka 8:34-9:1 Icyc nporosomnye: «XTO X04€ HTH 3a MHOIO, HEXall 3pEUeThCs
cebe, Bi3bMe CBIM XpecT 1 iae 3a MHOWO» (Mp. 8:34). Bin nonepemxae, 1110 BTpara
XKUTTS 3apaau Heoro Beme 10 cracidHs, TOMAl K YITUISTHHS 32 36MH1 BUTOIH 3aTPOXKY€E
BTparoro BiuHocTi (Mp. 8:35). Lleit 3akiuk 10 camMO3peyeHHs Ta KEPTBU JISKUTDH B
OCHOBI po3yMiHHA LlepkBOIO MyUYEHHUIITBA SIK HAWBUILOTO CBIAYEHHS MPO XPHUCTOBY
npaBay. l[lapadii, sk w™icieBi ocepeakw BipW, MalwTh 3aBAaHHA (OPMYBATH
BIpYIOYHMX, 11100 BOHM JKUJIU I1€10 PATUKAIBHOIO BIJIJIAHICTIO, UM TO Yepe3 IIOACHHY
BIPHICTb, UM, JIJISl JESKUX, Uepe3 HaJ3BUYaliHE CBIAUCHHSI MyUYEHUIITBA.

Ha piBa1 mapadii dopmamiiini nporpaMu po3BUBAIOTH 1I€M yX CBIJIUCHHS.
[IponoBinl Ta karexu3aliss Ha OCHOBI Mapka 8 MOXyThb Haauxaru mnapadisH
IpUiiMaTi CBOT XPECTH — OCOOWCTI TPYAHOIIII, TIEPECTiAYBaHHS YU CyCHUTHHUI THCK
— 3 Bipoto. Hampuxnan, mapadis Moxe opraHi3yBaTH HaBYajdbHy TpyIny IIpo
Cy4YacHUX MYYEHHUKIB, TaKUX SK OJaKEHHUX HOBOMYYEHUKIB VYKpaiHu, 100
MOKa3aTH, SK MHUPSHU, YHHI, MOHAXHHI 1 €MHCKONU >KWUIM HaJI3BHYAHHUM
cBITUeHHAM. Taki BUEHHS 3a0X0UYIOTh MapadisH TBEP/IO CTOSATH Y CBOIH Bipl, HABITh
y CEKyJSIPHOMY CBITI, IKHMH MOXE KUJATH BUKIUK XPUCTUSHCHKUM IIHHOCTSIM.

TaiHCTBa 3MIIHIOIOTH II0 MiCII0. €BXapHCTIs, AKY CBSTKYIOTb IIOTHXXHS, €IHA€E
BIPYIOUHMX 13 )KEPTBOIO XPHUCTA, AI0YU iM CHIIy KUTH KEPTOBHO. Muporoma3zaHHs
cropsiipkae oxpemeHux ngapamu Cestoro Jlyxa ans CMUIMBOTO MPOTOJIOMICHHS
€panremnis. [lapadii Takok cOpuslOTh CBITYCHHIO uepe3 ciayxiHHs. [lapadisibhi
KOMITETH, TakKi SK TPyNH 3a 3aXHCT XUTTI UM JONOMOra MapriHaji30BaHUM,
BIIOOpaXKAIOTh caMoBigAaHy J000B 13 Mapka 8:35, roryroum mnapadisH 10
MY>KHBOTO CBIYEHHSI y TIOBCSKIEHHOMY JKMUTTI a0, JUIsl ACSKUX, Yy MOMEHTH
nepeciilyBaHb.

[Tapadii BIIAHOBYIOTP MYYEHHKIB Yepe3 CBATKYBaHHS iXHIX MaM’ STHUX JIHIB,
HAIPHKJIad, CBITKYIOUM CcBsITOro Mukomnas, csatoro FOpis, csatoro Ilerpa, cBaToro
[TaBna, cBsaToro JIuMuTpist UM MIiCIIEBUX MYYEHUKIB, HATQIYIOUN TPOMaJl MPO IXHIK
3aKJIMK JI0 BIPHOTO CBITYeHHS. DOpMyrOoud CyMIIIHHS, TPOIOHYIOUM ONarojarh
TaiHCTB 1 320XOYYIOUHU JO0 CIYXKIHHS, Mapadii roTyroTh BipylOUHMX B3SITU CBIi XPECT,



CBIIUUTHU NPO XPHUCTA — YU TO Yepe3 IIO0ICHHY BIPHICTb, UM YEPE3 HANBUILLY KEPTBY
My4deHHIITBa — y Hajli Ha [{apcTBo, 00iusHe B Mapka 9:1.

JOJATKOBA ME/IUTALISA:

Komu Mu yutaeMo icTopii MydeHHKIB paHHbOI LlepkBU, MU yCBIIOMITIOEMO, 11O 1XH1
HaAMBHILI KEPTBU MPU3BEIH 10 HABEPHEHHS A3WYHUKIB Ta 3pocTanHs Llepksu. Tenep
HE BCl MU TOKJIMKaHI 10 My4YCHHIITBA, aj€ BC1 MU MOKJIWKAHI MPUHOCUTH KEPTBH.
HaiiGinpm noctynHoro asis Hac (OpMoOIO KepTBU € KEepTBa MOJMTBU. MonHUTBa
BUMarae, mooO MU BIJIMOBIWJIKHCS BiJ Jpi0’SI3KOBUX 3aHATh 1 MNPUCBATUIN 4Yac
crinkyBanHi0 3 borom. JlyxoBHI mepeBaru, siki 3 IbOTO BHUXOASTh, NMEPEBUIIYIOThH
Hame po3yminHs. [1ix yac cBoix 06’ sBinensb y ®Datimi [IpecBara Matip ckazana aiTsm
IPUHOCUTH KEPTBU 3a TPIIIHUKIB 1 IIOJHA MOJUTUCS BepBHItO. Ll xepTBU mManu
JIOTIOMOTTH BPSITYBaTH JyIli TPINTHUKIB 1 mpuHEeCTH MHp y CBIT. JliTsm Oyro
HaKa3aHO MPUHOCHUTH CBOI OCOOMCTI JKepTBH BOroBi sIK aKT CIOKYTYBaHHS T'PiXiB,
ckoeHHUX poTu Hporo, 1 sik OaraHHs 3a HABEPHEHHS IPIIIHUKIB.

3ABJAHHS HbOI'O THUXHS: Ilporo TwXHA NpuiiMiTE HacTaHOBY Mapii
IPOBOAUTH OLIBIIE Yacy B MOJUTBI, SIK Ha JITYpPridiHUX Clyk0ax y LEpKBi, TaK 1
npUBaTHO BIoma. Hamn cBIT Tak CMIbHO TOTpedye MONHUTBHU. T1IbKHA TOLyMauTe. ..
CHUIbHUMHU MOJIUTBAMH MH MOXKEMO JOCSTTH MUPY Ta MPUMHUPEHHS Y CBITI.



