MISSIONARY VOCATION OF OUR CHURCH

Sunday, February 22 JIrororo, Hexinst 2026

Heoins nepwa Benuxozo I[locmy, [Ipasocnas's. I'nac 4.

BignaigeHHs yeCHUX MOIIIB CBB. MY4., IO B CBreHil

The First Sunday in Great Lent: Sunday of Orthodox. Tone 4.

Uncovering of the relics of the Holy Martyrs at the gate of Eugenius at Constantinople
Epistle / Anoctoa - €8peiB / Hebrews 11, 24-26. 32-12, 2

Gospel / €Banreuie - [Bana / John 1, 43-51

New Evangelization: Re-evangelizing traditionally Christian societies that
have grown distant from faith.
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The Catholic Church’s call to New Evangelization - reaching out to traditionally
Christian societies that have drifted from faith - is a vital missionary task at the parish
level, illuminated by the Gospel of John 1:43-51. This passage, where Jesus calls
Philip and Nathanael, highlights the power of personal invitation and encounter in
awakening faith. Parishes embody this mission by creatively engaging those who have



grown distant, inviting them to rediscover Christ through community, witness, and
formation.

In John 1:43-51, Jesus calls Philip, who eagerly shares the news with Nathanael,
saying, “We have found the one... Jesus, son of Joseph, from Nazareth” (John 1:45).
Despite Nathanael’s skepticism - “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” - Philip’s
invitation, “Come and see,” leads to a transformative encounter with Jesus (John
1:46). This dynamic reflects the New Evangelization’s goal: to rekindle faith in those
baptized but disengaged from the Church. Parishes, as local centers of faith, are called
to emulate the enthusiasm of Philip, inviting those who are spiritually distant to once
again experience communion with Christ.
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At the parish level, New Evangelization begins with personal outreach. Many in
traditionally Christian communities retain a cultural connection to Catholicism but
lack active faith. Parishes might host welcoming events, like “Alpha” courses or
coffee-and-conversation gatherings, to create low-pressure spaces for exploration,
echoing Philip’s “Come and see.” These initiatives address skepticism, like



Nathanael’s, by fostering dialogue and authentic relationships. For example, a parish
could organize a “Return Home” program during Advent, inviting lapsed Catholics to
reconnect through Divine Liturgy or a parish mission.
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Formation is also key. Parishes offer catechesis tailored to adults who may have
drifted, such as Bible studies or talks on contemporary issues - marriage, work, or
ethics - grounded in John 1’s revelation of Jesus as the Messiah. Homilies can draw
on Nathanael’s transformation to inspire hope, showing how Christ sees and knows
each person (John 1:48). Sacramental preparation, like RCIA for returning Catholics,
further deepens their encounter with Christ.

Finally, lay witness is essential. Parishioners, like Philip, evangelize by sharing their
faith in daily life - inviting a neighbour to Divine Liturgy or volunteering in
community service. Parishes might support this through outreach ministries, such as
food drives, that demonstrate Christ’s love. By fostering invitation, formation, and
witness, parishes fulfill the New Evangelization, rekindling faith and drawing the
distant back to the heart of Christ’s Church.

FOLLOW UP MEDITATION:

Tertullian, an early Christian writer, had this to say about the first Christians: “See
how they love one another.” What this tells us is that in order to evangelize we must
first LIVE our faith. We do not need to stand on a street corner preaching loudly or
handing out pamphlets. Good Christian witnessing consists of faithfully keeping the
commandments of Christ, participating regularly in Sunday worship, serving our
community with love and dedication and being welcoming to others. The way we live
our faith is the primary “Come and see” invitation we give to others. We ourselves
may not see immediate results but ultimately God uses our witness to sow the seeds
of faith in others.

ACTIVITY THIS WEEK: This week, let us take stock of the way we witness our
faith. Also, if there is an upcoming special service or event in our parish, let us think
of friends or family members who have distanced themselves from the Church and
invite them to join us.



HoBa  eBanremizamisi:  IloBTOpHa  e€BaHremzamis  TpagullliiHO
XPUCTUSHCHKUX TPOMAa/I, K1 BIIJAIWIINCS B1J] BIPH.
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3aknuk Katonuuekoi LlepkBu 1o HoBoi eBanremizanii — 3B€pHEHHS 10 TPaIULIHHO
XPUCTUSHCHKUX TpOMaJ, SIKI BUIANWIUCA BiA BIpM — € BaXKIUBUM MICIHHUM

3aBJaHHAM Ha piBHI mapadii, ocBiTieHuM €BaHremieMm Bin IBana 1:43-51. Llei
ypuBok, ne Icyc kimue @wimna ta Hartanaina, migkpeciatoe CUiIy OCOOUCTOTO
3aMpoIIeHHs Ta 3ycTpiyl y npoOyakeHHi Bipu. [lapadii BTUIIOIOTH 1}0 MICit0, TBOPYO
3a]Ty4ar4M THX, XTO BIJJAJIMBCS, 3aMpPOIIYIOUN iX 3aHOBO BIJKPUTH XpHUCTa 4epes
CHUIBHOTY, CBITUEHHS Ta 1yXOBHY (hOpMALlilO.

B IBana 1:43-51 Icyc xinue @ununa, sSIKHid 3 €HTY31a3MOM JIJUTHCS HOBHUHOIO 3
Hartanainom, kaxyun: «Mu 3Haiimm Toro. .. Icyca, cuna Hocuga, 3 Hazapery» (IB.
1:45). He3Baxkatoun Ha ckentuuu3M Hatanaina — «Illo moxe Oytu moGporo 3
Hazapetry?» — 3anpomenns Owinna «llpuitnm 1 noauBucs» MNPUBOIUTH 10
Tpancopmyrouoi 3yctpiui 3 Icycom (IB. 1:46). L{s nunamika BimoOpaxkae mety HoBoi



€BaHreN13allli: BIIHOBUTH BIpYy B THX, XTO OyB OXpeIlleHUH, alie Bi/iiiiioB Bia [{epksu.
[Tapadii, sx MiciieBI ocepeKH BipHW, MOKJIMKaHI HACIiAyBaTU eHTy3iazm Duuna,
3alpOUTyIOUX JyXOBHO BiJJIAJICHUX 3HOBY MEPEKUTH JTOCBIJ CONMPUYACTS 3 XPUCTOM.

Ha piBni mapadii HoBa eBanrenizailisi HOYUHAETHCS 3 0COOUCTOrO 3BepHEHHS. barato
XTO B TPAIUIIMHO XPUCTUSHCHKUX CHUIBHOTaX 30epirae KyJbTYpHUU 3B’A30K 13
KaTOJIUIIBKOIO LIEPKBOIO, ajie He Ma€ akTUBHOI Bipu. [Tapadii MoXyTh OpraHizoByBaTH
MPUBITHI 3aX0AH, Taki K Kypcu «Divine renovation» a0o 3ycTpiul 3a HEAUIHLHOIO
KaBOIO Ta PO3MOBOIO, 1100 CTBOPUTH HEBUMYILICHI MPOCTOPH JIJIsL JOCIHIIKEHHS, 1110
BIATYKYIOThCA Ha 3aknuk @ununa «[Ipuiian 1 mogusucs». Lli 1HILIATUBY JOJAIOTH
cKenTuiu3M, noaiouuii go Haranaina, yepe3 miaqor Ta aBTEHTHYHI CTOCYHKH.
Hanpuknan, mapadis moxe opranizyBaTtu nporpamy «IloBepHeHHST 10A0MY» TiJT Yac
Benukoro abo Pi3aBsitHOro mocTy, 3ampollyroud BifgajdeHuX mnapadisH BiJIHOBUTH
3B’s130Kk 3 mapadiero, Oepyun ydacTh B HeAuibHIM boxectBenniit Jlityprii abo
napadisuibHINA Micii.

¥ arm

. : R, 8 )
OOV VLRV

dopmarlisg Takox € KIo4oBoro. [lapadii mponoHy0Th KaTeXu3allito, aJanToBaHy s
JOPOCTUX, K1, MOXKIIUBO, BIIJATUINCA, HAIpUKIIa, 010iiH1 cTyaii abo Jekilii npo
Cy4YacHi MUTaHHS — MU0, Mpali 44 MOpalib — 3aCHOBaHI Ha 00’aBieHHI Icyca sik
Mecii B [Bana 1. [IponoBizi MoXyTh cinpatucs Ha TpaHchopmaiiro Haranaina, mo6
HaJMXaTy HAAII0, OKa3yl4H, K XpUcToc 0aunTh 1 3Ha€ KOxHY Jtoauny (IB. 1:48).
[linroToBKa MOPOCIMX 1O TAIHCTB, SIKI MAalOTh MNPUUHSATH iXHI JITH, MOXE OyTH
HAroJiow, 10 MOBEpPHE iX /0 LEPKBHU, Ta e OUIbIIE MOrIUOUTH IXHIO 3yCTpid 13
Xpucrom.



Hapemri, cBigueHHs MupsH € HeoOximHuMm. IlapadisHu, noniOno no Pununa,
€BAHIENI3YI0Th, JUISTYMCH CBOEIK BIPOIO Yy IMOBCSIKIEHHOMY JKUTTI — 3alpOLIYOYH
cycina un npustenss Ha CnyxOy boxy um Oepyunm y4yacTh y TpOMAJCBKHX Ta
MOJIITUYHUX 1HIIaTuBax. [lapadii MOXyTh MIATPpUMYBATH L€ UEpE3 CIIYKIHHS, TaKl K
MPOJIOBOJIBbYI AKI11, Kl JEMOHCTPYIOTh XPUCTOBY Jt000B. CIpUSI0YM 3aMPOIICHHIO,
¢dopmarii Ta cBiqUEHHIO, napadii BUKOHYIOTh HOBY €BaHremizaiiro, BiIHOBIIOKOYH
BIpYy Ta NPUTATYIOYM BIAJAJIEHUX Ha3aJ A0 cepist XpHucToBoi LlepkBu.

JOJATKOBA MEJUTALISA:

Teprymian, onvH 13 paHHIX XPUCTUAHCHKUX MUCbMEHHUKIB, CKa3aB MPO MEPUINX
xpuctusi: «[loguBiThCs, IK BOHU JTIO0IATH OUH OJHOTO». Lle roBopuTh HaMm mpo Te,
10 JIJIs1 TOTO, 100 €BaHTeni3yBaTu, My moBuHHI criouatky KUTU cBoeto Biporo. Ham
HEe OTPiOHO CTOSITH HA PO31 BYJUIIl, TOJIOCHO MPOTIOBIYIOYH YK PO3AAI0YHU OpOIIypH.
JloOpe XpUCTUsSIHChKE CBITUEHHS TOJISITa€ Y BIPHOMY JIOTPUMaHHI 3anoBiaeit Xpucra,
peryisipHiii yuacTi B HEIUIbHOMY OOTOCITY1HH1, CTY>K1HH1 Halllii rpoMa/ii 3 11000B’ 10
Ta BIJJIAHICTIO, a TAKOXK Y TOCTUHHOCTI JI0 1HIINX. T€, IK MU )KUBEMO CBOEIO BIPOIO, —
11 TOJIOBHE 3anpoiieHHs «[IpulaiTe 1 HOJUBITECA», SIKE MU JaeMO 1HIIUM. Mu cami
MOXKEMO He 0auuTH HEralHUX pe3yNbTarTiB, aje 3pelITOl0 bor BUKOPHUCTOBYE Halle
CBIJIYCHHSI, 11100 TOCIATH 3€pHA BIpU B 1HIIUX.

3AXOAN HbOT'O TUKHA:

[{poro THXXHS JaBaifTe MiJACyMy€eMO, sIK MU CBIIYMMO MPO CBOIO Bipy. Takoxk, KO B
Harmii mapadii 3arIaHoBaHO 0COOIMBE OOTOCTYKIHHS YU TTOA110, JaBAUTE MOTyMAEMO
Mpo JIPy3iB YW WICHIB POJAWHHM, K1 AWCTaHIitoBanucs Bia LlepkBu, 1 3ampocumMo ix
MIpUEIHATHUCS 10 HAaC.



