MISSIONARY VOCATION OF OUR CHURCH

Monday, February 2 JIrororo, Ilonexiiok 2026
Crpitenns ['ocnioga bora i Cnaca namoro Icyca Xpucra
The Encounter of Our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ

Epistle / Anoctoa - €8peis / Hebrews 7, 7-17
Gospel / €Banreuie - JIyku / Luke 2, 22-40

A Vibrant Parish as a Crucial Element for a Fulfilling Missionary
Vocation

A vibrant parish, alive with faith and community, is essential for nurturing a
fulfilling missionary vocation, as illustrated in Luke 2:22-40, the Presentation of
Jesus in the Temple. This passage, where Mary and Joseph bring Jesus to the temple
and encounter Simeon and Anna, highlights the role of a faith-filled community in
recognizing and proclaiming Christ. For Catholics, a parish serves as a spiritual

home where individuals are formed, inspired, and sent forth to live out Christ’s
mission, embodying the vibrancy seen in this Gospel scene.



In Luke 2:22-40, the temple is a place of encounter, worship, and prophecy. Simeon,
guided by the Spirit, recognizes Jesus as the Messiah and proclaims Him as “a light
for revelation to the Gentiles” (Luke 2:32). Anna, a devout widow, praises God and
speaks of Jesus to all awaiting redemption. This vibrant temple community, rooted in
prayer and openness to God’s Spirit, mirrors a parish’s role in fostering missionary
vocations. A parish alive with faith provides the spiritual nourishment needed for

members to discern their call to evangelize, whether through formal ministry or
daily witness.
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A vibrant parish supports missionary vocations through robust liturgical life. Regular
Divine Liturgies, Rosary, and sacramental celebrations, like those in the temple,
create spaces for encountering Christ. For example, a parish might offer weekly
prayer vigils or Akathists and Molebens, fostering a deep prayer life that inspires

missionary zeal, much like Simeon’s Spirit-led praise. Catechetical programs further



equip parishioners with knowledge of the faith, enabling them to share the Gospel
confidently, as Anna did with those around her.

Community engagement is equally vital. A vibrant parish builds community through
events such as communal holiday dinners, coffee Sundays, youth group meetings, or
charitable projects, reflecting the spirit of the church community. These activities
strengthen bonds, encouraging parish members to support one another in living out
their missionary call. For example, a parish food banks or outreach to the

marginalized mirrors Anna’s proclamation, extending Christ’s love beyond the
church walls. Formation programs, such as Bible studies or retreats, deepen

parishioners’ commitment, preparing them to be “light” to others, as Simeon
described Jesus.

Ultimately, a vibrant parish, like the temple in Luke 2:22-40, is a crucible for
missionary vocations. Through worship, formation, and community, it empowers the
baptized to proclaim Christ with joy and purpose. By fostering an environment
where faith thrives, parishes ensure that every member can live out their vocation to

spread the Gospel, transforming the world with Christ’s light.

FOLLOW UP MEDITATION:

By the grace of the Holy Spirit, Simeon was able to recognize Jesus Christ, the long-
awaited Messiah, in a tiny baby boy. How often do we come to our temple, our
church, and fail to recognize the presence of Jesus Christ. And yet, He is there. His
image is in the icons and his light is reflected in the glowing candles. We hear his
teachings in the reading of the Holy Gospel. We are embraced by His love when we
partake of His Body and Blood in Holy Communion. And finally, we encounter Him
in one another. Is it any wonder that so often we hear the priest’s proclamation:
Christ is among us!

ACTIVITY THIS WEEK: This week at Sunday Divine Liturgy, let us try harder to
be aware of the presence of Christ in our midst.



Kua mapadis ax wmicue 3yctpiui 3 KuBuMm XpHUCTOM € KIHOYOBUM
€JIEMEHTOM [JIS1 TIOBHOIIIHHOT'O MICIMHOI'O TTOKJIMKAHHS.

Kupa mapadis, cioBHEHa BIpOI0 Ta CHUIBHOTOIO, € HEOOXi1MHOK JUIsi BUXOBAHHS
NOBHOI[IHHOTO MICIHHOTO MOKJIUKaHHS, gK 1moctpye Jlyku 2:22-40, mnopig
Tpencrasnenns Icyca B xpami. Lleii ypusok, ne Mapis Ta Mocud npurocsts Icyca
10 xpamy 1 3ycTpidarorb CumMeoHa Ta AHHY, MIJKPECIIOE POJb CIOBHEHOI BIPOIO
CHUIBHOTH Yy PO3Mi3HAHHI Ta MporojomeHHi Xpucra. [ kaTonukiB napadist ciayrye
JYXOBHUM JIOMOM, Ji¢ JIOIU (POPMYIOThCS, HAAMXAIOTHCS Ta BUPYLIAIOTH ILISIXOM
3MIACHEHHS Micii XpHUCTa, BTUIIOIOYM >KBaBICTh, SIKy 0a4MMO B Il €BaHTEIbCHKIM
CIICHI.

VY Jlyku 2:22-40 xpam € MmicueMm 3ycTpidi, MOKJIOHIHHS Ta mpopolrBa. CHMEOH,
xepoBanmii JlyxoM, posmisnae Icyca sk Mecito i nporonomrye Horo «cpitiom Ha
npocBiTy noranam» (Jlyku 2:32). AnnHa, moOoxHa BIOBa, cIaBUTh bora i1 TOBOPUTH
npo Icyca Bcim, XTO yekaB Ha BU3BOJIeHHS. L[5 xuBa xpaMoBa CijIbHOTA, YKOpIHEHA
B MOJUTBI Ta Biakputa a0 boxoro Jlyxa, BimoOpakae ponp mapadii y BUXOBaHHI
MiciiiHoTO mokiaukaHHs. [lapadis, cmoBHeHa Bipolo, 3a0e3meuye AyXOBHE
OKOpPMJIEHHSI, HEOOX1J{HE JIJIsi TOro, MO0 ii WICHW PO3Ii3HAINu CBOE MOKJIUKAHHS J10
€BAHTEII3AIli1l, UM TO Yyepe3 oiliifHe CITyKiHHS, UM MIOJICHHE CBITYCHHS.
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Kua napadis miarpumye MiciiiHe MOKJIMKAHHSA Yepe3 aKTUBHE JITYPriiiHE KUTTS.
Perynspui Jlityprii, Bepsuiito, IcycoBy MOIUTBY Ta cCBATKYBaHHs TaiHCTB, MO/IOHO
70 TUX, II0 BiIOyBaJHCsS B Xpami, CTBOPIOIOTH MPOCTIP ISt 3yCTpidi 3 XPHUCTOM.
Hampuknan, mapadis Moxxke NpOMOHYBaTH MIOTHXKHEBI MOJIUTOBHI YyBaHHS YU
Axkadictu, MoneOHi, cripusitouu IMHUOOKOMY MOJIUTOBHOMY JKUTTIO, SIKE HAIUXA€ Ha
MiciiiHMiA 3amnan, momiOHo a0 HarxHeHHoi /[yxom xBamu Cumeona. Karexutuusi
nporpamMu JIOAATKOBO OCHAIIYIOTh TMapadisH 3HAHHSIM BIpH, JO3BOJISIOUH iM
BIIEBHEHO JUIUTUCS €BaHTeNieM, SIK 1€ poOuia AHHA 3 OTOUYIOUHUMH.

3ay4eHHs CIJIBHOTH € He MEeHII BakJIuBUM. JKuBa napadis Oynye coiibHOTY depes
TaKi 3aXO/M, SIK CIHUIbHI CBATKOB1 00111, HEAUTbHI KaBH, 3yCTPIdUl MOJOADKHUX TPy
yu ONarofliiHl MPOEKTH, BiAOOpakarouum ayX XpamoBoi croiuibHOTH. Ili 3axomm
3MILHIOIOTh 3B’A3KH, 3a0Xouykouu mnapadisH MOIATPUMYBATH OJUH OJIHOTO Yy
BUKOHAHHI IXHBOTO MicCiiiHOTO mokiauKaHHs. Hanpuknaza, mapadisasHa 30ipKa k1 4u
JIOTIOMOTa MapriHaI30BaHUM B1J0OpakarOTh MPOTOJOMIEHHS AHHU, MOIIUPIOIOYN
m000B Xpucra 3a Mexi CTiH uepkBu. [Iporpamu QopmyBaHHs, Taki sk O10:miiiHI
3aHATTSA 4YM PEKOJIEKIii, MOTTUOMIOITh BiJAaHICTh MHapadisH, TOTyIOud iX OyTH
«CBITIOM» JUIs1 1HIIUX, K CHMEOH ckasaB 1po Icyca.



3pemToto, xuBa mapadis, nmomidHo no xpamy B Jlyku 2:22-40, € ropHUTIOM IS
MICITHUX TMOKJIHMKaHb. Yepe3 MOKIOHIHHS, (POpMyBaHHS Ta CHUIBHOTY BOHA Ja€
3MOTY OXpPEIICHHM MPOTOJIONIyBaTU XpHUCTa 3 PAIICTIO Ta IUIECHPSIMOBAHICTIO.
CrtBOpIOIOYM cepeioBHIlle, A€ Bipa MpolBiTae, napadii 3a0e3rnedyroTh, 00 KOXKEH
napadissH MII peani3yBaTd CBO€ MOKJIMKaHHS MOIIMPIOBaTH €BaHTreNl€, 3MIHIOIOUH
CBIT CBITIIOM XpHCTA.

JOJATKOBA MEJIUTALIA:

bnaronartio Cssatoro Jlyxa CumeoHn 3mir po3snizHatu Icyca Xpwucra,
JIOBrOOYIKyBaHOTO Mecito, Y KPUXITHOMY XJIOMYHUKY. SIK 4acTO MM HMPHUXOAUMO JI0
HAIIOTO XpaMy, HaIlloi IIEPKBU Ta HE po3mi3zHaeMo npucyTHOCTI Icyca Xpucra. I Bce
% Bin Tam €. Moro o6pa3 € Ha ikoHaX, a Moro cBiTio BiIOMBAETHCS Y MANAIOUMX
cBiukax. Mu uyemo Moro BueHHs B untanni CBsitoro €Banrenis. Mu oxoruieni Horo
110608 10, Konu npudamaemocs Moro Tina i Kposi y Cesromy IIpuuacti. I napernri,
MH 3ycTpiuaemo Moro oauH B ogHoMy. U Iie He UyI0BO, IO TaK YacTO MU Uy€EMO
IIPOTOJIOLIEHHS CBSIIEHHKA: XpHUCTOC Iocepea Hac!

3AXOIHN NbOI'O TUXHA:

[pboro TwxHA Ha HeaUIbHIM bokecTBeHHid JliTyprii naBaiiTe nOKIaJHIIIE
YCBIIOMJTIOBATH MPUCYTHICTh XPUCTA Cepe] HaC.



