MISSIONARY VOCATION OF OUR CHURCH

Sunday, January 11 Ciuns, Heninst 2026
Heoins no boecosienenni. Inac 6.

[Tpn. Teomocis, CHTLHOTO KUTTS 3aCHOBHHUKA
Sunday after Theophany. Tone 6.

Venerable Theodosius the Great, the Cenobiarch

Epistle / Anoctou - Edecsia / Ephesians 4, 7-13
Gospel / €Banredie - Mares / Matthew 4, 12-17

Holistic Approach: The mission addresses spiritual, physical, and social
needs.

The mission of the Catholic Church, as embodied at the parish level, is to address
the spiritual, physical, and social needs of its community, reflecting the holistic
ministry of Jesus Christ. The Gospel of Matthew 4:12-17, which describes the



beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, provides a powerful foundation for this
mission. In this passage, Jesus fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah, bringing light to

those in darkness, and calls people to “repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand” (Matthew 4:17). At a parish level, this holistic approach is lived out through
worship, service, and community engagement, ensuring that the Gospel touches
every aspect of human life.

In Matthew 4:12-17, Jesus begins His ministry in Galilee, “the land of Zebulun and
Naphtali,” where He proclaims the Good News and calls for repentance (Matthew
4:13-17). His message addresses the spiritual need for conversion, inviting people
to turn toward God and embrace the kingdom. Parishes echo this call by fostering
spiritual growth through the sacraments, particularly the Eucharist and
Reconciliation, which nourish the soul and heal spiritual wounds. Weekly Divine
Liturgies, prayer groups, and retreats provide spaces for parishioners to encounter
Christ, deepen their faith, and respond to His call to repentance. For example, a
parish can offer the faithful traditional liturgical practices (Matins, Vespers, Hours)
or Bible study groups (Lectio Divina, Bible study) to help people draw closer to
God, satisfying their spiritual hunger for meaning and connection.

Yet, Jesus’ ministry was not limited to spiritual needs. His preaching in Galilee, a
region marked by poverty and marginalization, shows His concern for the whole
person. Parishes live out this holistic mission by addressing physical and social
needs within their communities. Food pantries, clothing drives, and partnerships
with local charities are common ways parishes respond to material needs. For
instance, a parish might organize a soup kitchen or collect supplies for families
facing hardship, reflecting Jesus’ compassion for the poor and suffering. These acts

of service embody the Church’s teaching that “faith without works is dead” (James
2:17), showing that love for neighbor must include meeting tangible needs.

Social needs, such as community, belonging, and justice, are also central to a
parish’s mission. In Matthew 4, Jesus brings light to those “sitting in darkness”



(Matthew 4:16), offering hope to a people burdened by oppression. Parishes foster
community through events like potlucks, youth groups, or support groups for the
bereaved, creating spaces where people feel valued and connected. Additionally,
parishes may advocate for social justice, addressing issues like poverty or
discrimination, inspired by Christ’s mission to proclaim the kingdom'’s values. For
example, a parish might host workshops on racial justice or support initiatives for
affordable housing, helping to build a more just and inclusive community.

By integrating spiritual, physical, and social ministries, a parish reflects the holistic
mission of Jesus in Matthew 4:12-17. Through prayer and Holy sacraments, it
addresses the soul’s longing for God. Through acts of charity, it meets physical
needs. Through community-building and advocacy, it fosters social bonds and
justice. In this way, a parish becomes a beacon of Christ’s light, proclaiming the
kingdom of heaven and transforming lives in a holistic, Gospel-centered way.

FOLLOW UP MEDITATION:

The Ukrainian Catholic Church in Ukraine is for us an inspiring example of how to
be a “beacon of light” in the world. In the midst of the horrors and the misery of
the current war, the church in Ukraine is active. Clergy are present at the front with
their prayers and the Sacraments, offering moral support to the defenders,
consoling the wounded and comforting the dying. Church buildings are opened as
shelters in times of need. The faithful people too minister in a myriad of ways,
supplying care packages to the soldiers, supporting those whose homes have been
destroyed, tending to the widows and the orphaned, transporting goods where they
are needed and even risking their own lives to help others.

ACTIVITY THIS WEEK: We may not be able to be physically present in
Ukraine at this time but there is one thing we can all do. We can pray. This week
let us pray the Rosary, asking the Mother of God to protect the soldiers, the priests
and the medics at the front as well as all the families throughout the country who
are in danger as a result of ongoing conflict.



Himicanid mipxia: Micig OXOIUTIOE JTyXOBHI, (PI3WYHI Ta COllajlbHI
noTpeou.

P gll, AND TO SAY, REPENT: FOR THE
SINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND.

Micis Karonuupbkoi [lepkBu, BTiieHa Ha mapadisuibHOMY pIiBHI, MOJISITAE B TOMY,
o0 3aJ0BOJILHATU OYyXOBHI, (Di3UYHI Ta COIlIaJIbHI TMOTPEOU CBOEI TpoMajw,
BimoOpakaroun uimicHe ciyxiHas Icyca Xpucra. €sanrenie Big Marsis 4:12-17,
SKe OMHCYE MOYaTOK MyOIIYHOTO CIyXiHHA Icyca, 3a0e3mneuye MiIHy OCHOBY IS
1i€ei micii. Y nboMy ypuBKy Icyc BUKoHYy€e mpopoITBo Icai, mpuHOCSYHU CBITIO THUM,
xT0 TiepeOyBae B TeMmpsiBi, 1 3aknukae mrofeit: «llokaiitecs, 60 Habmm3MIOCH
[HapctBo HebGecue» (Martsist 4:17). Ha mapadisnbHOMy piBHI el MUTICHUMA TIX1]1
peanizyeTbcsa uepe3 OOrocinykiHHs, CIYXIHHS Ta 3aJlydeHHsS TpPOMaH,
3abe3neuytoun, mob €BaHTeie€ TOPKATOCS BCIX aCTIEKTIB JIIOACHKOTO KHUTTS.

Y MarBia 4:12-17 Icyc posnounmnae Cpoe ciyxinHga B [aminei, «y 3emi
3aBynonoBii i Hegranumogiii», ne Bin nporomnomye [o6py HoBuny i 3akmukae 10
nokasuHs (Martsis 4:13-17). Moro mocnamms Biamosizae nyxoBHili 1oTpebi B
HABEPHEHHI, 3allpOIIYI0YH JIFOIel oBepHYTHCS 10 bora i MpuiHITH MPOIO3UIIito
Heb6ecnoro IlapctBa. Ilapadii BIiATyKYyHOThCS Ha IIeM 3akJHUK, CHPHUSIIOUU
OyXOBHOMY 3pocTaHHI0 uepe3 Cesri Taiinu, 30kpema €Bxapuctito Ta CrioBip, sSKi
KUBJIATH JAYIIY 1 3IITIOIOTH TyX0BHI panu. [1]oTuxueB1 uu moaeHH1 JIiTyprii, pi3Hi
MOJIUTOBHI TpPYHH Ta PEKOJEKLli CTBOPIOIOTh MpPOCTIp s mnapadisH, moo



3yCTpiTHCA 3 XPHUCTOM, IOMIMOHUTH CBOIO Bipy Ta BiamoBicTi Ha Moro 3akimmk mo
nokasHHa. Hampuknan, napadis Moke OpPONOHYBaTH BIPHUM TpaAULIHI
mitypriitai npaktuku (YTpens, Bedipus, Yacu) abo 0616miiiHi TYpTKH (JIEKITIO
HiBina, nmoscaenHs Castoro IluceMma), o0 TOMOMOTTH JIHOASAM HAOIUZUTHUCS 0
bora, 3a10BOIbHAIOUM TXHIM TyXOBHUH TOJIOJ] 32 CEHCOM 1 3B’ SI3KOM.

Onnak, cuyxiHHa Icyca He O0OMeXyBanocs AYXOBHHMH ToTpeGamu. Moro
nponoBiap y laminei, perioHi, Mo3HayeHOMYy OIAHICTIO Ta MapriHaii3ali€ro,
nokasye Moro typ6oty mpo Bcio mroauny. Ilapadii BTiMIOOTH 10 HiNICHY Micito,
3aJI0BOJIbHSIIOUM (PI3MYHI Ta COLIaJIbHI MOTpeOu cBOiX rpomaja. 30ipkH 1xi,
30MpaHHs OATY Ta MAapTHEPCTBO 3 MICIEBUMU OJIATOMIMHUMHU OpraHi3allisiMu €
MOMMPEHUMH criocoOamu, sSkUMH Tapadii pearyoTh Ha MarepiaiabHI MOTpedH
mofed. Hampukiman, My BXe MaeMoO 4YyIOBHH JOCBIA Kojau Hamil napadii
OpraHi3oBYIOTh OnarofiiiHi ifganbHi, 30ipkH xapyiB ab0 oAsAry ais ciMeH, sKi
3a3HAJIM TPYIHOIIIB TMOB’S3aHUX 3 BIMHOI B YKpAaiHi, BIOOpaKarouu CIIBUYTTS
Icyca no 6imHuX 1 cTpaxkaeHHuX. L1 akTu ciy>XKiHHS BTUTIOIOTH BUeHHS LlepkBu, 1110
«Bipa 6e3 a11 meprBay (SkoBa 2:17), moka3yrouu, 1o Jr0OOB 10 OJIMKHBOTO Mae
BKJIFOUATH 33JI0BOJICHHS HAaraJbHUX MOTPEO.

ComianpHi TOTpeOH, Takl K CHIILHOTA, MPUHAICKHICTh 0 HEl 1 CIIpaBeIUBICTD,
TaKOXK € LEHTpaJbHUMM s Micii mapagii. ¥ MatBiga 4 Icyc NpUHOCHTH CBITIIO
THM, XTO «CUIUTH Y TeMpsiBi» (Marsis 4:16), qapyodn HaIIO JIOIIM, OOTSDKEHUM
pizHOrO poay mnpurHoo6seHHsM. [lapadii cnpusioTh CTBOPEHHIO CIUIBHOTH 4epes
3aX0/M, TaKl SIK CHUIbHI 00111, MOJIOADKHI TPpynu AJis AiTel Ta MonoAl abo rpynu
MIATPUMKHA IS THX, XTO BTPATUB ONHM3BKUX, CTBOPIOIOYHM TMPOCTIP, € JIOAH
BIIUYyBalOTh ce0e MOTPIOHMMH, IIHHUMHU Ta MOB’s3aHUMHU. Kpim Toro, mapadii
MOKYTh BUCTYIIaTH 3a COLIaJIbHY CIIPaBEJIUBICTh, BUPILIIYIOUM TaKi IpOoOJIeMH, SIK
O011HICTh a00 MUCKpHUMIiHAIlS, OyTH TOJIOCOM 3a JKUTTS, HATXHEHHI Mici€l0 Xpucra
nporoyomyBaru I1iHHOCTI HebGecHoro IlapcTBa. Hampukman, mapadis Moxke
MIPOBOAUTH CEMIHAPU 3 IOPUJIUYHUX MUTaHb a00 MIATPUMYBATH 1HILIATUBH LIOAO
JOCTYITHOTO JKHTJA, CIPHUSAIOYN TOOYIOBI OUIBII CIPaBEUIMBOI Ta 1HKIIFO3WBHOI
rpoMau.



IaTerpyroun nyxoBHe, (i3uyHE Ta collalbHE CIYXiHHS, mapadis BigoOpaxkae
uuTicHy Micito Icyca, onucany B Marsis 4:12-17. Uepe3 monutBy Ta CBsTi TaiiHnu
BOHA BIJNOBiJae Ha mparHeHHs nymi 1o bora. YUepe3 aktu muinocepas BoHA
3a/10BOJIbHSIE (pi3uuHI moTpedbu. Uepe3 moOydoBy CHIILHOTH Ta aJBOKAIlil0 BOHA
COpHsIE€ COLIAJIBHUM 3B’A3KaM 1 CHpPaBEAJMBOCTI. TakuM 4YMHOM, mapadis crae
MasikoM cBiTia Xpucra, nporonomryroun [lapctBo HebecHe Ta 3MiHIOIOUH KUTTS B
LIUTICHUM, €BaHI€JILCHKUM CIIOCIO.

JOAATKOBA MEJIUTALIA:

Vkpaincbka Karonunbka LlepkBa B YkpaiHi € juisi HAC HATXHEHHUM MPHUKIAI0OM
TOro, K OyTH «IIpOMEHEM cBiTJIa» y cBiTi. [locepen kaxiB 1 cTpaxaaHb Cy4yacHOI
BIfHM IIepKBa B YKpaiHi € akTUBHOIO. [[yXiBHUIITBO NMPHCYTHE Ha TMEPEAOBiil 3i
CBOIMU MOJHMTBamMu Ta TaiHCTBaMM, Ha/Jal0ud MOpaiIbHY MIATPUMKY 3aXUCHUKAM,
BTIIIAIOYM TIOPAHEHUX Ta 3aclOoKOKIYM Bmupawdux. l[lepkoBHi OyaiBmi
BIJIKDUBAIOTHCS SK MPUTYJIKKH B Yacu MoTpeOu. BipHi Takok ciykarh Oe3imiudio
croco0iB, Hajalw4yud TOCUJIKH coJijjaraM, MIATPUMYIOYM THX, YHI JIOMIBKH
3pyHOBAaHI, MIKJIYIOYUCh MPO BIIB 1 CUPIT, MEPEBO3IYM TOBApU TYIAH, JI€ BOHH
MOTPiOHI, 1 HABITh PUBHKYIOUX BIACHUM KHUTTSIM, 1100 TOMTOMOTTH 1HIIIAM.

3AXO1 ObOI'O THUXHSA: MoxnuBo, MU HE 3MOXkeMO (GI3UYHO OyTH
MPUCYTHIMH B YKpaiHi 3apa3, aje € OJHe, 10 MU BCl MOXEMO 3pooutH. Mu
MoxkeMo MoiuTHcs. Llporo TmxHs nomonimocs Bepsuiito, npocsun Matip boxy
3aXUCTUTHU COJIJIATIB, KareJiaHiB, CBSIICHUKIB 1 MEIUKIB Ha (PPOHTI, a TaKOX YycCi
pPOIWHU TO BCIA KpaiHi, siki mepeOyBaioTh y HeOe3Ielll BHACTIJOK TPUBAIOUOTO
KOH(ITIKTY.



