MISSIONARY VOCATION OF OUR CHURCH

Tuesday, January 6 Ciunsi, Heninsa 2026

Casre borosieinenns ['ocrona bora i Craca Hamoro Icyca Xpucra
The Holy Theophany of Our Lord, God, and Saviour Jesus Christ

Epistle / Anocrou - Tuta / Titus 2, 11-14; 3, 4-7
Gospel / €BanreJiie - Mares / Matthew 3, 13-17

Spiritual and Human Maturity in the Missionary Vocation.
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The baptism of Jesus in Matthew 3:13-17 serves as a profound model for
understanding spiritual and human maturity as essential elements of a fulfilling
missionary vocation. This passage, where Jesus is baptized by John in the Jordan
River, reveals the interplay of humility, obedience, and divine affirmation, qualities



that shape a missionary’s life. For Catholic parishes, this Gospel underscores that a
mature faith, grounded in both spiritual depth and human growth, equips

individuals to live out Christ’s mission effectively.

In Matthew 3:13-17, Jesus approaches John to be baptized, despite being sinless,
demonstrating profound humility. His willingness to “fulfill all righteousness”

(Matthew 3:15) reflects a human maturity that embraces God’s plan over personal
pride. For missionaries, this humility is crucial. Spiritual maturity enables them to
recognize their dependence on God, while human maturity fosters empathy and
relatability, allowing them to connect with diverse communities. A missionary who
lacks humility risks prioritizing self over service, undermining their vocation.
Parishes nurture this virtue through practices like Eucharistic adoration or service
projects, which teach parishioners to place God and others first.

Jesus’ obedience to the Father’s will, evident in His submission to baptism, further
highlights the role of maturity. The voice from heaven proclaiming, “This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17), affirms Jesus’

alignment with God’s mission. Missionaries must similarly cultivate obedience
through prayer and discernment, ensuring their actions reflect divine guidance.

Spiritual maturity deepens their trust in God’s plan, while human maturity equips
them to navigate challenges like cultural differences or rejection with resilience.
Parishes support this growth through catechesis and retreats, helping individuals

develop a disciplined faith and emotional strength for mission work. “To assist in
teaching the catechism, the pastor must train good catechists: active and willing
young men and women for this task, who would learn catechism well themselves

under the pastor’s guidance and acquire the ability to pass it on to children. Above
all, he will ensure they receive canonical mission for teaching religion. During
wartime, such a mission is granted by the Ordinariate to all those whom the local

pastor deems suitable” (DOCUMENT No. 6. 1940, Lviv. Decree of the Archdiocesan Synod. Profession of
the Universal Faith and Rules to the Decree. PROFESSION OF THE UNIVERSAL FAITH. Ch. 13. Training of
Catechists).



Finally, the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus signifies divine empowerment for

His mission. For missionaries, spiritual maturity opens them to the Spirit’s
guidance, while human maturity ensures they use these gifts responsibly. Parishes
foster this balance by offering formation programs, such as Bible studies or
leadership training, preparing missionaries to proclaim the Gospel with both zeal
and wisdom.

In conclusion, Matthew 3:13-17 illustrates that spiritual and human maturity -
marked by humility, obedience, and openness to the Spirit - are vital for a fulfilling
missionary vocation. By fostering these qualities, parishes empower individuals to

live out Christ’s mission, bringing light to the world with authenticity and grace.

FOLLOW UP MEDITATION:

When the electricity is off in our home, we usually light a candle. It is amazing to
see how one small candle can dispel the darkness and bring light to a room.
Imagine the powerful effect of a thousand candles! Our missionary vocation calls
us to be light to others, individually and as a community. In Matthew 5: 14, Jesus
tells us, “You are the light of the world...let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”

ACTIVITY THIS WEEK: This week, as we celebrate the Feast of Theophany, let
us reflect on the baptism of Jesus as well as our own baptism. Let us remember that
we are called to be “the light of the world” together with Jesus.



JlyxoBHa Ta J0OACbKA 3PiJdicTh SK KJIKYOBUM €JIEMEHT IJIA
IIOBHOIIIHHOT'O MICIHHOTO IMOKJIMKAHHS.

Xpemiennsi Icyca B MarBisg 3:13-17 € mmOOKMM MOPUKIAIOM JJisi PO3YMIHHS
JYXOBHOI Ta JIFOACHKOI 3pIJIOCTI K BOXKJIMBHUX €JIEMEHTIB MMOBHOI[IHHOTO MiCIiTHOTO
noknukanHs. Lei ypuBok, ae Icyc xpemnienuii IBanoM y piuiti ﬁopnaH, pO3KpHUBae
B3a€EMOJIII0 CMHUPEHHS, TTOCIYXy Ta O0KECTBEHHOTO YTBEPIKEHHSI - SKOCTEH, SKi
bopMyIOTh KUTTS XpuUCTHSH. Jlna katonmuubkux mapadiii me €BaHTeNmie
MIKPECIIOE, 110 3pijia Bipa, BIEBHEHICTh Y XPUCTUSHCHKIA HayIll, 3aCHOBaHa Ha
OYXOBHIM ITIMOMHI Ta JIIOACBKOMY 3pOCTaHHI, TOTy€ JoAed A0 e(dEeKTUBHOTO
BUKOHAHHS Micii XpucTa.

Y Marsis 3:13-17 Icyc mpuxomauts ao IBana, mo0 Xpectutucs, xoda BiH i
Ge3rpilIHuil, TEMOHCTPYIOUH IIHOOKE CMUPEHHS. F1Oro roToBHICTh «BHKOHATH BCIO
npaBay» (Marsis 3:15) BimoOpaxae JOACHKY 3pUIICTh, siKa MpuitmMae boxxuii tuian
MOHAJ] OCOOMCTOI JIIOJCHKOIO TOPAICTIO. [l XpUCTHSHWHA 1€ CMHUPEHHS €
BUpIMaTbHUM. JlyXOBHA 3pLTICTh MO3BOJISIE IM BH3HABATH CBOIO 3aJICKHICTH Bij
bora, Toni sk dronchbka 3pUTICTh CHPUSIE €MITaTii Ta 31aTHOCTI 3HAXOAUTH CIUIbHY
MOBY, JIO3BOJISIFOYM CITUIKYBAaTHUCS 3 PI3HUMH TpoMajaMd. XPHUCTHUSHHWH, SKOMY
Opakye CMHUpPEHHsI, pU3UKY€ CTaBUTH ceO€ BHUIIE 3a CIIY)KiHHS, ITIPUBAIOYU CBOE
nokaukaHHd. [lapadii miekarTh 110 YeCHOTY 4Yepe3 Takl MpakThku, sk CrHoBiib,
€BxapucTiiiHe NokJIOHIHHSA B yaci boxecTBenHoi JIiTyprii un OnarofiiiHi NpoOeKTH,
K1 BUaTh napadisiH cTaBUTH bora Ta iHIIUX Ha TepIe Micie.

Hocnyx Icyca Bomi O, oueBHmHM y Ioro NpUIHSATTI XpeIleHHs, MiIKPeciIoe
ponb 3pinocti. [onoc i3 Heba, skmii mporojomye: «lle Cun Miit VmroOnenwuii,
sxoro S Bomo6aB» (Marsis 3:17), miaTBepaxye BianoBinHIiCTh Icyca boxiit micii.
XPpUCTUSHUA TaKOXK IMOBHHHI PO3BHBATH IMOCIYX Y€pe3 MOJMTBY Ta PO3Mi3HAHHS,
o0 ixHi mii BimoOpakaau OOXKECTBEHHHMI TPOBiA. J[yxoBHA 3pilicTh MOTIHOIIOE



ixHIO 10BipYy A0 Bokoro muiany, a JroichKa 3puUTICTh J1a€ 3MOTY JOJaTh BUKIIMKH,
Takl fK KyJbTYpHI BIJMIHHOCTI 4Yd BIATOPTHEHHs, 3 BuTpuBamicTio. [lapadii
MIATPUMYIOTh 11€ 3POCTaHHS Yepe3 KAaTeXW3aIlll0 Ta PEKOJICKINi, JOoToMararqu
JIOASIM posBHBaTH JUCHUIUIIHOBaHY BIpY Ta €MOLIMHY CHIIy IJIsI MICIHHOTO
cnyxinasa. “Jlo momoui B Hayul KaTHXH3MY MYCHTb JIyNIIACTHP BUXOBATH co0i
N00pUX KaTUXUTIB: aKTUBHUX 1 OXOUMX JIO Ti€l Mparii MOJIOUX YOJIOBIKIB 1 JKIHOK,
AK1 TpU AyHINacTUpi HaBUMIMCA O 1 cami 10Ope KaTMXW3My Ta CIocoOy mepe-
naBaHHs Moro nitaM. [lepenoBciM BiH cTapaeThes ISl HUX O KAHOHIYHY MICIIO IS
HaB4YaHHs penirii. Ha gac BiitHM Taka micis yauteHa OpauHapisiToM yciM THM,
KOTPUX MICIIEBUM ayminacTup Bu3Hae 3a BianoBigHux (JJOKYMEHT No 6. 1940
p., JIvsis. /lexpem Apxuenapxianvrnoco Cobopy. Busnanus Bcenencovxoi Bipu ma
npasuna 0o oexpemy. BUSHAHHA BCEJIEHCHKOI BIPU. Y. 13. Buxosanns
Kamuxucmis).

Hapemri, cxomkenns Casaroro Jlyxa Ha Icyca o3Hadae O0keCTBEHHE HaIUJICHHS
cunoro s Moro  wicii. Jns XpuCTHSH AyXOBHA 3pUIICTh BIIKPUBAE iX 10
npoBigHunTBa Jlyxa, a nwjachka 3pulicTh 3abe3nedye BIAMOBiTaJIbHE
BUKOpHUCTaHHS muX aAapiB. [lapadii cropusiore 1poMy OasiaHcy, MPOMOHYIOYH
mporpaMu JTyXOBHOI (popmMariii, Taki K O10J1iHI TYPTKH Yd TPEHIHTH 3 JIIIEPCTBA,
TOTYIOUYM Ha piBHI napadii, MyApuXx 1 BIABaXHUX MPONOBIAHUKIB €BaHTeIs.

Ha 3aBepmiennsi, Margis 3:13-17 mokasye, mo JyxXOBHa Ta JIOACHKA 3pLIICTH -
MO3HAYECHI CMUPEHHSIM, MOCIYXOM 1 BIAKpHUTICTIO 10 napiB Cearoro Jlyxa - €
J)KUTTEBO BAXJIMBUMHM I ITOBHOIIIHHOI'O MICIMHOIO IMOK/JIMKAHHA. [limexaroun 1
SKOCTI, Tapadii Jar0Th JIFOISIM 3MOTY BTUIIOBAaTH MiCit0 XPHUCTa, MPUHOCSIYH CBITIIO
y CBIT 3 aBTEHTUYHICTIO Ta 0JIaroJ1aTTIO.

JOJATKOBA MEJUTALIS:

Konu B HamomMy gomi BIIKIIOYAIOTH €JIEKTPUKY, MU 3a3BHYaAll 3alallOEMO CBIUKY.
JIMBOBM)KHO 0auuTH, SK OJHa MajeHbKa CBIYKAa MOXKE PO3BIATH TEMpPSBY Ta
OPUHECTH CBITJIO B KIMHATy. YsBITH cO01 MOTYXHHM edekT Tucsyl cpiuok! Hare
MICiIiiHE MOKJIMKAHHS 3aKJIMKae Hac OyTH CBITJIOM JUIsl 1HIIMX, OKPEMO Ta SK
crninpHOTa. Y €Banrenii Big Matis 5:14 Icyc kaxxe Ham: «Bwu - cBITI0 1714 CBITY...



HEeXal Ballle CBITJIO CBITUTH MEpPE] JIFOIbMH, 11100 BOHU OayuiIu Balr q00pi Aina Ta
npociasisu OTtirg Bamoro HebecHoro»

3ABJAHHS HbOI'O TUXHS: 1{poro THXHS, CBITKYIOUM CBATO BOrosiBIEeHHS,
JaBaiiTe TOMIPKYeEMO HaJ XpelleHHsAM Icyca, a TakoX HaJ HaIIUM BJIACHUM
xpemeHHsaM. [lam’staiimo, 10 MU TTOKIWKaHI OyTH «CBITJIOM JJIsi CBITY» pa3oM 3
Icycom.



