MISSIONARY VOCATION OF OUR CHURCH

Sunday, January 4 Ciuns, Henins 2026

Heoina nepeo bozosienennsam, [nac 5.

Cobop cBB. cimaecstu anm. [Ipn. Teoktucra, irym., mo B Kykymi Cikeniicbkii
Sunday before Theophany, Tone 5.

Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles, Venerable Theoctistus, abbot at Cucomo in Sicily

Epistle / Anoctou - 2 Tumores / 2 Timothy 4, 5-8
Gospel / €Banredie - Mapka / Mark 1, 1-8

Baptism and Discipleship: The Church is called to baptize and teach all
to observe Christ’s commandments.




At the heart of every Catholic parish lies the missionary call to baptize and form

disciples who live out Christ's commandments, a mission vividly illustrated in the
Gospel of Mark 1:1-8. This passage, which introduces John the Baptist as the
herald of Jesus, offers a model for parishes to prepare people for Christ through
baptism and guide them into a life of discipleship. On a parish level, this mission is
lived out through sacramental life, community formation, and active witness,
inviting all to encounter Christ and follow His teachings.

In Mark 1:1-8, John the Baptist proclaims “a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4), drawing crowds to the Jordan River to prepare

their hearts for the coming Messiah. His role is to point to Jesus, who “will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1:8). For a parish, this Gospel underscores the
centrality of baptism as the entry point into the Christian community. In a local
parish, baptism is more than a ritual; it is a transformative moment where
individuals are welcomed into the Body of Christ, cleansed of sin, and filled with
the Holy Spirit. Parishes celebrate this sacrament with joy, whether baptizing
infants, children, or adults, fostering a sense of belonging and commitment to
Christ.
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Yet, the parish’s mission extends beyond the baptismal font. Just as John prepared

the way for Jesus, parishes are called to nurture disciples who observe Christ’s
commandments, such as loving God and neighbour (John 13:34). This happens



through catechesis, preaching, and community life. Sunday homilies, religious
education programs, and small faith-sharing groups help parishioners understand
and live out the Gospel. For example, a parish might offer classes for parents and
godparents to deepen their understanding of baptism’s lifelong call or host Bible
studies to explore Christ’s teachings. These efforts echo Jesus’ Great Commission:

“Go... and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them... and teaching them to
observe all that [ have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20).

On a practical level, parishes embody this mission through community outreach

and witness. John the Baptist’s humility - “I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the
thongs of his sandals” (Mark 1:7) - inspires parishioners to serve others selflessly,
pointing to Christ rather than themselves. Parish ministries, such as food drives,
youth programs, or visits to the sick, reflect Christ's commandments in action. By
living as disciples, parishioners become evangelists, inviting others to explore the
faith and consider baptism, whether through welcoming newcomers or sharing
their faith in daily life.

In a parish setting, the mission of baptism and discipleship is a shared journey. The
pastor, catechists, and parishioners work together to create a community where the
baptized are supported to grow in faith. By preparing families for baptism, offering

ongoing formation, and modelling Christ’s love, a parish fulfills its call to make

disciples. As Mark 1 reminds us, the Church’s mission begins with preparing the
way for Christ, inviting all to encounter Him through baptism and to live as His
disciples by observing His commandments.

FOLLOW UP MEDITATION:

Our missionary vocation was instituted the very day we were baptized. We were
given a lighted candle along with this instruction: “Take this lighted candle and try
to shine all your life with the light of faith and good deeds.”

ACTIVITY THIS WEEK: This week, at our prayer time, let us light a candle,
representing our baptismal candle, and renew our commitment to “shine with the
light of faith and good deeds.”



XpeuieHHs1i Ta y4HiBCTBO: llepkBa Mok/iMKaHa XpPECTUTH Ta HAaBUATH
BCIX JOTPUMYBATHUCS 3aM0BiIel XpuUCTa.

VY 1eHTpi KOXKHOI KaTOMUIBKOT mapadii JexKuTh MiciiHe MOKIMKAHHSA XPECTUTH Ta
(dhopmMyBaTH Y4HIB, K1 KUBYTh 3a 3aMOBIAIMU XPHUCTA, IO SICKPABO 1ITIOCTPYETHCS
B €panrenii Bix Mapka 1:1-8. Lleit ypuBok, sikuii npencrasisie [Bana Xpecturens
AK MpoBicHUKA Icyca, mpomoHye mozensb it napadiid, o0 rotyBaTH JoAei 10
3ycTpiul 3 XpUCTOM uUepe3 XPEIIEeHHs Ta CIPSMOBYBATH iX 70 JKUTTS B YYHIBCTBI.
Ha mapadissmibHOMY piBHI I8 MicCisl BTUTFOETBCS dYepe3 KUTTI B TalHCTBax,
(dbopMyBaHHS CIUIBHOTU Ta aKTUBHOMY CBIJTYEHHI, 3aPONIYIOYH BCIX JI0 3yCTpidi 3
XpucrtoM i cigyBannio Moro BueHHIO.

Y Mapka 1:1-8 IBan XpecTuTenp NpPOroJOLIy€e «XPEUIEHHS IOKAasHHSA I
npomenHs rpixiBy (Mapka 1:4), npuBaGIIOIOYN HATOBIH 10 piuku MopnaH, mo6
miarorysarty ixui cepus mo npuxoxy Mecii. Moro poms monsrae B Tomy, mo0
BKa3yBaTtu Ha Icyca, sikuii «xpectutume Bac Jlyxom Cearum» (Mapka 1:8). s
napadii me €BaHrenie MIOKPECTIOE IEHTPAJbHY pOJb XPEUICHHS SK TOUKH
BTAEMHUYEHHS, BXOJYy 1O XPHUCTUSHCHKOI CHIIBHOTH. Y MicIleBiil mapadii
XpEeILeHHsI - e Oulbllle, HDK pUTyasd; 1e TpaHCOpMALIMHUI MOMEHT, SK I
OXpEUIyBaHOTO, TaK 1 JUIs LiJ01 POAMHU, KOJNM JIOAU MpHUiiMaroThes g0 Tima



XpHUCTOBOTO, OYHUIAIOTHCA BiJ Ipixa Ta HamoBHIOWOTHCS Jyxom Cestum. Ilapadii
CBATKYIOTHh Lie¢ TalHCTBO 13 PAlICTIO, XPECTIYM HEMOBIAT, JITEH YU JOPOCIHX,
CHPHSIIOYH BIIYYTTIO TPUHAIECKHOCTI Ta BIIIAHOCTI XPUCTY.

Opnak micist mapadii BUXOAUTH 3a MEX1 Kyrelni XpemnieHHs. Sk [Ban roTyBaB muisx
mist Icyca, Tak 1 mapadii MOKJIMKAaHI BHUXOBYBaTH Y4HIB, $IKI JOTPUMYIOTHCS
3anoBifer Xpucra, Takux sk J000B g0 bora ta Ommwkuporo (loana 13:34). Ile
B1IOYBa€ThCA dYepe3 Karexuzallito, IMPOMOBIAI Ta JKUTTA cHiulbHOTH. HeninbHi
MPOTOBI/I, MPOrpaMu PEIrifiHOT OCBITU MEpea NEepIIo CcrnoBigaw i CBATUM
[Tpuvactsam, mepen moapy»KHi 3yCTpidi Ta Malli TPy OOMiHY BipOIO IONIOMAararoTh
napadisHaM 3po3yMiTH Ta BruUoBaTH €Banremie. Hampuknan, mapadis Moxe
MIPOTIOHYBATH 3aHATTA ISl OAaTbKiB 1 XPECHUX, MO0 MOMIMOUTH iXHE PO3YMIHHSA
JOBIYHOTO TIOKJIMKAHHSA XpEIIeHHS, abo mpoBoauTH O10MiiiHI 3aHATTA IS
BUBUCHHS BUeHHs Xpwucta. L{i 3ycwmis BimoopaxkaroTs Benuke Jopyuenns Icyca:
«laiTh... 1 HaByalTe BCl HAPOAM, XPECTAUYM iX... 1 HABUAIOYM IX TOTPUMYBATHUCS
Bchoro, mo S 3anmoBizaB Bam» (Marsis 28:19-20).

Ha mpaktuyHoMy piBHI napadii BTUTIOIOTH II0 MICIIO Yepe3 CIyKIHHS TpoMajil Ta
ceimueHas. CmupenHs IBanma Xpecturens - «S HeOOCTOWHWH, HAXWUIUBIIHCH,
po3B’si3ati pemins Moro campamii» (Mapka 1:7) - Haguxae mnapadisu
0€3KOpUCIUBO CIYKUTHU 1HIIUM, BKa3ylouu Ha XpHcTa, a He Ha cebde. [lapadisnbpHi
CIIyKiHHS, TaKl K 30ipka a00 po3aada ki, MOJOMIKHI MPOTPAMU YU BiJBITyBaHHS
XBOpHX, BimoOpakaroTh 3amoBial Xpucta B aii. KubByunm sk XpuCTOB1 yuUHI,
napadissHi CTalOTh €BAHIeI13aTOPaMH, 3aPOLIYIOUN 1HIIMX JTOCTIIKYBaTH Bipy Ta
pPO3MIIAIaTH XPEIISHHS, YA TO BITalOYM HOBAYKIB, YM JISYUCH CBOEIO BIPOIO B
MOBCSKJICHHOMY >KHTTI.




Y mnapadisiibHOMY KOHTEKCTI MICiSl XpEIIEHHS Ta YYHIBCTBA € CIIUIBHOIO
noJopoXOki0. CBSIICHHNWK, KaTEXWTH, WICHH MAcTOpalbHOI paau Ta mapadisHu
MPALIOITh Pa3oM, 00 CTBOPUTHU CIUIBHOTY, JI€ OXPEIIEeHI OTPUMYIOTh MiATPUMKY
JUIs 3pocTaHHs y Bipi. loTyroum ciM’i 10 XpelieHHs, MPOMOHYIOUYH IOCTIMHE
dbopMyBaHHS Ta JEMOHCTpyouu J000B Xpucra, mnapadis BHKOHYE CBOE€
MOKJIMKaHHS CTBOPIOBATH YuHiB. SIk Haragye Mapka 1, micis LlepkBu mounHaeTbes
3 MiATOTOBKH NUIAXY Ul XpHCTa, 3allpolIyrodu BCiX 10 3ycTpiui 3 Hum uepes
XpeIIeHHs Ta JI0 XKHUTTA K Voro yuHiB, gorpuMyrounck Horo 3amnosizeii.

JOAATKOBA MEJIUTALIA:

Hamre micifine mokiukaHHs Oyj0 BCTAHOBJICHO TOTO K JHS, KOJIM HAC OXPECTHIIH.
Ham nanu 3ananeHy CBIYKY pa3oM 13 TaKOI HACTaHOBOIO: «Bi3bMITh 1110 3amajeHy
CBIUKY 1 HAMaraiTecs CssiTU BCE CBOE JKUTTSI CBITJIOM BipHU Ta JOOPHUX CIIpaBy.
3ABJAHHSI IbOI'O THUXXHS: Llporo TwwkHS, IiJ Yac HAIIOI MOJHUTBH,
JaBalTe 3arajuMoO CBIUKY, sIKA CUMBOJII3Y€ HaIlly XpEIIaJbHY CBIUKY, 1 TOHOBHUMO
Halie 3000B’sI3aHHS «CSASITH CBITJIOM BipHU Ta JOOPUX CIIpaBy.



