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YKpaiHcbka KaTtoAuubka Apxuenapxis B BiHHinery

IHTACTOPAJIBHE ITIOCJIAHHA
YKPAIHCBKHUX KATOJUIBKUX EMUCKOIIIB KAHAIU
HA CBITJIMI IPASHUK BOCKPECIHHS TOCIIOJHBOI'O
31 BEPE3HS/S TPABHA 2024 POKY

BceuecHimmm oTusM, npenojoOHOMY MOHAIIECTBY,
ceMiHapucTam, OpaTam Ta cectpam y XpHcri!

Xpuctoc Bockpec! Boictuny Bockpec!

«Mup eam!y ... nooati croou meiii nanreys i eisiHb Ha Moi pyku. I pyky meoro npocmseHu i
exaaou ii y 6ixk miu. Ta ti He 6y0b Hegipytouuil, - a sipyrouuti!» (IBan 20:26-28)

Yo6neni y Xpucri!

Cepen pagocti Bockpecinus eBanrenict [BaH npejicrapiisie HaMm 3ycTpiu anoctona Tomu 3
Bockpecaum 'ociosiom (IB. 21:24-29). Toma He Mir npuitHATH JOOPY HOBUHY BiJl IHIITNX
VUHIB, SIKI CKazajnu Homy, mo Oaumnu ['ocniona. Toma OyB CBIAKOM TparidyHMX MOAIN
OCTaHHIX KUIbKOX JHIB B €pycanuMi, K1 3akiHuuiacs cMmepTio Icyca Ha xpecti. Uu XTOCh
MITI YeKaTH Kpalloro 3aBepIleHHs ocTaHHIX AHIB Icyca? Skmio Icyc He Mir BpsATyBaTHCS
caM, SIK HOro MOCIiJOBHUKH MOTJIM CITOAIBATHCS, 110 BiH NMPHUHECe iM craciHHsA?

Sk Mu posnounmHaemMo cBsATKyBatu BockpecinHa XpucrtoBe, OaraTboM Oyae Ba)XKO
BIIUYTH PAJICTh Y LEH CBATKOBUH JIeHb, 02 HABITh 3alUTYIOUM - JI€ CHACIHHS JUJIS LIbOTO
CBITY, B SIKOMYy MH CBOTOJHI >XHBeMO? MUHYJIOro JIOTOrO MM BiJ3HAYald TparidHy
piuHMLtO BiiHM B YKpaiHi. CKUIBKM HamMx OpaTiB 1 cecTep MOKHHYJIM CBOi JIOMIBKH,
BIIIPBAJIM CBOI JKUTTS 3 KOPIHHSAM 1 TpariuHo 3ardHyJd Yepe3 KOPCTOKICTh
HecrpoBOKoBaHOI BiHHM? I[liciis MOYAaTKOBUX OOIISHOK JOIOMOTH, CXOXKe, YKpaiHi
JOBEJICThCS 3axuIaTUCs camiii Oe3 piBHMX ImaHciB. Ha Tii Bifinu B Ykpaini, ['a3i Ta B
IHIIMX KpaiHax cBiTY OyJlie BakKo cmiBaTH 3 pazicTio: «Hexail BockpecHe bor, 1 Hexai
PO3IOPOIIATHECS BOPOTH ﬁoro, 1 HEexXall TI, XTO HEHABUIUTH roro, BTIKAIOTh BiJ JIWIS
Woro» (nuB. ITacxanvna Ympens).

Xoua Kanama He mepeOyBae y cTaHi BiMfHHM 3 OYJb-KOI I1HIIOK JEP’KABOIO YU
MOJIITUYHOIO CUJIOK0, MU 0ayuMo, SIK y HAIIOMy I[apJIaMeHTi, Y HalluX JIKApHAX 1
OyIWHKaX JUIS JIFOACH MOXHIIOTO BIKY TOYAaThCs OMTBH 3a 3aXUCT JKUTTS BiJ 3a4aTTs J0
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npupoaHoi cMepTi. Cxoxke, 1110 yepe3 adopTu Ta €BTaHA31I0 JOKJIATAETHCS OUIbIIE 3yCUIIb,
00 MOKIHYUTHU 3 KUTTSIM, & HDK HIATPUMATH Ta IJIEKaTH HOro, 0COOJIMBO B HAWOUIBII
ypa3auBUX cTaHax. Ha 3MiHYy KyJabTypi JKHTTS MU CTHKAEMOCS 3 KyJIbTYpOK cMepTi. Sk
BaXXKO OyJie CIiBaTH: «XPHUCTOC BOCKpeC 13 Tpoly, AK 1 Mepeapik, JapyBaB HaM >KUTTS
BiYHE 1 MWIICTh Oe3MipHy». (auB. Ilacxanvna Ympens)

CesaTkyBaHHsT BenukoaHs TpaauiiiHO BiAOyBa€eThbCsS B HAIIUX IIEPKBAX, a IMOTIM
MIPOJIOBXKYETHCSA B HAIMX JIOMIBKax. A K MU CBATKYEMO BIOMa 3 HAIllUMH POJMHAMH,
KOJIU MM 0a4rMo, 110 ColllajibHa MiITPUMKa poauHu ciadmae? J[is 6aratbox Oyae Maso
CBATKOBOT PaJIOCTi, SKIIO HEe Oyae podoTu 100 3abe3reuynTd HOpMalibHE MPOKUBAHHS, 1
3aMaJIi JOXIJ ISl OIJIaTH KOMYHAJIBHUX 1 MEIUYHUX PaXyHKIiB Ta MPUAOATH IPOTYKTH.
Kpim Toro, 3pocTae KiJbKIiCTb JIFOJICH, sIKI HE MAIOTh JIOMIBOK 1 3MYIII€H1 )KUTH Ha BYJIHIII.
Baxxko Oyne MonuTHCA MiJ 4ac OCBSYEHHS HAIIUX BEJIIMKOAHIX KOIMHMKIB: «Tu 60 Hamia
npasauBa noxkuna 1 [logarens ycix 6inar, siki Cam 01arocioBisienI 1 OCBAYY€LL. .. ». (IUB.
brazocnosenns nacxanvnoi isici)

OT1xe, gk anoctos Toma BupiuB cBoto auiieMy Bipu? 11lo cionykano ioro crnosigyBatu
cBoro Bipy B ['ocriona Icyca? Tomi JaeThcs MOXKIUBICTh OJTHOYACHO 3YCTPITHUCS 3 OJJHUM 1
TAM caMuM Icycom, - posim’stuMm, 1 Tol, XTo Bockpec i3 rpoOy. [HIMMHU ciioBamu,
Bockpecnuii Icyc — e Toi camuii Icyc, sikuit moctpaxaaB Ha xpecTi. Jlo3Bonsroun Tomi
TOPKHYTHUCS Horo paH, Icyc mokasye oMy, 110 CTpa)<JaHHS Ta BOCKPECIHHS MOB’s3aH1
MK c00010. BoCkpeciHHS He yCyBa€e BCl CTpaKJaHHs, a BOHO HAJA€ CEHCY CTPaKIaHHIM
1 pOOUTH iX TEPIUMHUMHM HABITh y HAUTIpIINI Yacu. A OT)Ke, y Hac € Hafis!

Yo6neni y Xpucri!

Hama panicte y BockpecioMy XpHUCTI — 1€ HE pajicThb, sika 1o30asise BiJ 017 1 600
1boro XuTTs. HaBmaku, Icyc moctpakaas, moMep i BOCKpecC 13 MEPTBHUX 3 JIFOOOBI 70 Hac,
naroud HaMm GyHAAMEHT HaJli mocepes Hamux BUMPoOyBaHb. Jlaroun Tomi MOXIHBICTH
3MILIHUTH CBOK Bipy, lcyc cmnouarky kaxe iomy: «Mup T106i!» Lle Toit camuii
O0okecTBeHHUH MUp, skuii Bockpecnuit I'ocrioar mporoHye BCiM HaM, CBATKYIOUH Horo
BockpecinHs, HaBiTh TOCEpET HAIIMX BUIPOOYBaHb 1 CTPaXKIaHb.

Xoya MU HE MAaTUMEMO TaKoil Haroau, sik Toma, TOpkHyTHCs O0JicHUX paH Xpucrta, Icyc,
OesrepeyHo, ymMaB MpO Hac, Koiu cka3aB Towmi: «brmaxeHHi Ti, XTO He OauuB, aiye
yBipyBaB». Came 1151 Bipa y Bockpecioro ['ocrosa € oCHOBOIO HAIIOrO YKpaiHCHKOTO
HapoJy BIJ 4YaciB Horo XpemieHHs, IMOHaja THCS4y pokiB ToMy. Came us Bipa y
Bockpecioro ['ocroaa miarpuMyBaia HalIMX MIOHEPIB-yKPAiHLIB 3 MOMEHTY iX MPUOYTTS
B KaHAJIChKI CTEIH IMOHAJ CTO POKIB ToMy. | came 114 Bipa y Bockpecioro ['ocnona nama
MOXJIMBICTh 0araTbOM HAIIUM JIFOJSIM 3HAWTH HAJII0 Y CBOEMY KHUTTI, OOTSHKCHOMY
npobiaeMam# 31 3J0pOB’sIM, POJJMHHUMH po30paTaMy Ta €eKOHOMIYHUMU TPYAHOIIAMH HA
111 3eMJI1 PSICHUX OJIarOCIIOBEHb.
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[lporo BenukoaHs MM Majgko MoJauMoOcs, OO yci 3HAWNUIM HAAIl0 1 pajicTh Y
Bockpecinni ['ocrioga. Bizemimo 110 cepus monutBy Bockpecnoi YTpeni: «Ilpuiiaits, yci
BipHI, 1 TOKJIOHIMOCS CBATOMY XpHCTOBOMY BockpeciHHIO, 00 dYepe3 XpecT pasicTh
yChOMY CBiTOBi. 3aBsk/au ciapmsau I'ocrona, Bo3Bennuyiimo Moro Bockpecinus, 60 Bi,
neperepmiBiM po3n ATTs, CBO€I cMepTIO cMepTh 3HUIIMB ! (nuB. [lacxanona Ympens)

Hexail GmarocnoBeHHst Bockpecioro ['ocnona 3iiine Ha Bac y neil BenukonHiit yac i
MIpUHECe BaM HaJII0 Ta PaJiCTh, IKMX TaK MOTPeOy€e HAIl ChOT'OIHIIIHIHN CBIT.

Xpuctoc Bockpec! Boictuny Bockpec!
+JIaBpenrTiii ['ynynix, YHCBB
MutpomnonuT-Apxuenuckon BiHHine3pkuii

+MaBug MoTrok
€napx EnMOHTOHCHKHIT

+bpasn baiiga, HHI
€mapx Toportoncekuii Ta CximHoi Kanaam

+Muxaiino KBATKOBCbKHUI
€napx Hio Bectmincrepcbkuit

+Muxaiigo Cmonincekuii, YHI
€napx-HomiHaHT CacKaTyHCHKHUMA

+Amnapiii Pa6iit
€ruckon-noMivHuK BiHHIIE3bKUNA

+Mmuxaiiio Bisuap, HHI
€napx-emeputr CacKaTyHChKUH

+Crenan Xmisap
€napx-emeput Topontoncwrkuit Ta Cxignoi Kananu
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2024 PASTORAL LETTER
OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA
ON THE OCCASION OF THE FEAST OF
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
31 March /5 May 2024

To the Reverend Fathers, Religious Sisters,
Venerable Monastics, Seminarians, & Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

“Peace be with you! ... put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and
put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” (John 20:26-28)

Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen!
Dearly Beloved in Christ!

In the midst of the joy of the Resurrection, the Evangelist John presents us with the
encounter of Thomas and the Risen Lord. (Jn. 21:24-29) Thomas could not accept the
good news from the other disciples, who told him they had seen the Lord. Thomas had
witnessed the tragedy of the last several days in Jerusalem, which ended with the death of
Jesus on the cross. How could anyone hold out for a better conclusion to the final days of
Jesus? If Jesus could not save himself, how could his followers expect him to bring
salvation to them?

As we enter into the celebration of the Resurrection of Christ, many will find it difficult
to feel joy in this feast day, even questioning where is salvation for this world in which
we live today? This past February we marked the tragic anniversary of the war in Ukraine.
How many of our brothers and sisters have fled their homes, uprooted their lives, and
tragically died due to the cruelty of an unprovoked war? After initial promises of help, it
seems Ukraine will be left to defend itself against uneven odds. With this background of
war in Ukraine, Gaza and elsewhere throughout the world, it will be difficult to sing with
joy: “Let God arise and let his enemies be scattered, and let those who hate him flee from
before his face.” (cf. Easter Matins)
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Although Canada is not at war with any outside nation or political force, we see battles
being fought in our parliament and in our hospitals and care homes, for the protection of
life from conception through to natural death. More effort is seemingly being made
through abortion and MAID to end life, rather than to support and nourish it, especially in
its most vulnerable states. In place of a culture of life, we face a culture of death. How
hard it will be to sing: “Christ is risen from the grave, as He foretold, granting us
everlasting life and mercy without measure.” (cf. Easter Matins)

The celebration of Easter occurs traditionally in our churches and then continues in our
homes. How do we celebrate in our homes with our families, when we see social support
for family life waning? For many there will be little festive joy if there are no jobs to
provide income, and little revenue to pay the utility, medical and grocery bills. And then
there is the increasing number of people who have no homes and must live on the streets.
It will be difficult to pray at the blessing of our Easter baskets: “For You are our true food
and the Giver of all good things which You yourself bless and sanctify ...”. (cf. Blessing
Easter Food)

So how did the Apostle Thomas resolve his dilemma of faith? What led him to profess
his belief in the Lord Jesus? Thomas is given the opportunity to encounter at the same
time the one and the same Jesus, who was both crucified and who had risen from the
grave. In another words, the Resurrected Jesus is the same Jesus who suffered on the
cross. By allowing Thomas to touch his wounds, Jesus shows him that suffering and
Resurrection are intertwined. The Resurrection does not eliminate all suffering, rather it
gives meaning to suffering and makes it bearable even in the worst of times. And thus,
we have hope!

Dearly Beloved in Christ!

Our joy in the Risen Christ is not a joy that eliminates the troubles and pain in this life.
Rather, Jesus suffered, died and rose from the dead out of love for us, giving us a
foundation of hope in the midst of our trials. In providing Thomas an opportunity to
reinforce his faith, Jesus first says to him: “Peace be with you!” This is the same divine
peace that the Risen Lord offers to all of us in celebrating his Resurrection, even in the
midst of our trials and tribulations.

Although we will not have the same opportunity as Thomas did to touch the painful
wounds of Christ, Jesus certainly thought of us when He told Thomas: “Blessed are those
who have not seen but believed.” It is this same belief in the Risen Lord, that has been the
foundation of our Ukrainian nation since the time of its baptism, over a thousand years
ago. It is this same belief in the Risen Lord, that has sustained our pioneer Ukrainian
settlers since their arrival in the Canadian wilderness over one hundred years ago. And it
is this same belief in the Risen Lord, that has enabled so many of our people to find hope
in their lives, burdened with health issues, family strife, and economic hardships in this
land of plentiful blessings.
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This Easter season it is our fervent prayer that all will find hope and joy in the

Resurrection of the Lord. Let us take to heart the prayer found in the Resurrection Matins:
“Come, all you faithful, and let us bow to the holy Resurrection of Christ, since through

the cross, joy has come to all the world. Ever praising the Lord, let us extol his

Resurrection, since He, having endured the crucifixion, has destroyed death by his death!”
(ct. Easter Matins)

May the blessing of the Risen Lord descend upon you this Easter season and bring you
the hope and joy that is so much needed in our world today.

Christ 1s Risen! Indeed, He is Risen!
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