2022 PASTORAL GREETINGS OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS
OF CANADA ON THE OCCASION
OF THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

To the Very Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious Sisters and Brothers,
Seminarians and Laity of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada

Christ is Born! Let us Glorify Him!
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Legend of the Elderly Grandmother
A Ukrainian Folk Tale

As we celebrate Christmas, the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, let us revisit the legend of
the Elderly Grandmother.

It was the night the dear Christ-Child came to Bethlehem. In a country far away from Him, an
old, old grandmother or “baba” sat in her snug little house by her warm fire. The wind was
drifting the snow outside and howling down the chimney, but it only made baba’s fire burn more
brightly.

“How glad I am that I may stay indoors,” said baba, holding her hands out to the bright blaze.

But suddenly she heard a loud rap at her door. She opened it and her candle shone on three
old men standing outside in the snow. Their beards were as white as the snow, and so long that
they reached the ground. Their eyes shone kindly in the light of baba’s candle, and their arms
were full of precious things — boxes of jewels, and sweet-smelling oils, and ointments.

“We have travelled far, Baba,” they said, “and we stop to tell you of the Baby Prince born this
night in Bethlehem. He comes to rule the world and teach all men to be loving and true. We
carry Him gifts. Come with us, Baba.”

But baba looked at the drifting snow, and then inside at her cozy room and the crackling fire.
“It is too late for me to go with you, good sirs,” she said, “the weather is too cold.” She went
inside again and shut the door, and the old men journeyed on to Bethlehem without her. But as
baba sat by her fire, rocking, she began to think about the Little Christ-Child, for she loved all
babies.

“Tomorrow I will go to find Him,” she said; “tomorrow, when it is light, and I will carry Him
some toys.”

So when it was morning baba put on her long cloak and took her staff, and filled her basket
with the pretty things a baby would like — gold balls and wooden toys — and she set out to find
the Christ-Child.

But, oh, baba had forgotten to ask the three old men the road to Bethlehem, and they travelled
so far through the night that she could not overtake them. Up and down the road she hurried,
through woods and fields and towns, saying to whomsoever she met: “I go to find the Christ-
Child. Where does He lie? I bring some pretty toys for His sake.”

But no one could tell her the way to go, and they all said: “Farther on, Baba, farther on.” So
she travelled on and on and on for years and years — but she never found the little Christ-Child.

They say that old baba is travelling still, looking for Him. When it comes Christmas Eve, and
the children are lying fast asleep, baba comes softly through the snowy fields and towns,



wrapped in her long cloak and carrying her basket on her arm. With her staff she raps gently at
the doors and goes inside and holds her candle close to the little children's faces.

“Is He here?” she asks. “Is the little Christ-Child here?” And then she turns sorrowfully away
again, crying: “Farther on, farther on!” But before she leaves she takes a toy from her basket and
lays it beside the pillow for a Christmas gift. “For His sake,” she says softly, and then hurries on
through the years and forever in search of the little Christ-Child.

We celebrate Christmas this year in the context of the war in Ukraine and other places in the
world. Jesus comes into the world as an infant, an innocent baby, in need of care and love. He
chooses to be born in the simplicity of a manger, not in a palace as a king. As such, his humble
beginnings declare him to be the Prince of Peace. His mission is to declare peace among all
peoples.

As Jesus’ followers, we are called to be peacemakers. Let us work towards peace in our
families, among our friends, and among neighbours and strangers alike by adopting a way of life
that puts the needs of others first, and ours second. Let us “live simply so others may simply
live,” a motto made famous by Gandhi, quoting Saint Elizabeth Seton.

To live simply so others may simply live means to put God first in our lives, to live according
to God’s ways, to see brother and sister in each person, to satisfy the hunger and thirst in those in
need, to value justice and freedom, to seek truth, to honour human dignity, to take care of mother
earth so that our children and grandchildren may have a home to inherit, to have compassion, and
above all to love God, neighbour and self as God loves us.

To live otherwise, that is, to live a life that values money, wealth, and power above all else,
risks selling ourselves short, ending up unhappy and disappointed. Rather God wants us to be
happy and to live with God forever in paradise, in the Garden of Eden, in heaven with God and
all our loved ones.

The elderly grandmother — baba, missed her opportunity to see the Christ-child, and forever
searches for him, unsatisfied, alone, and cold, growing ever older.

Yet, it is not too late for us. May the story of Christmas — of Jesus’ birth, of God’s presence
among us — continue to inspire the world, transforming it through peace and love into the
Kingdom of God here on earth.

As we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, may Christ, truly bless you and your
family with peace, love and joy, now and in the New Year!

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

+ Lawrence Huculak, OSBM, Metropolitan Archbishop of Winnipeg; Apostolic Administrator
of Saskatoon

+ David Motiuk, Eparchial Bishop of Edmonton; Apostolic Administrator of New Westminster

+ Bryan Bayda, CSsR, Eparchial Bishop of Toronto

+ Andriy Rabiy, Auxiliary Bishop of Winnipeg

+ Michael Wiwchar, CSsR, Bishop Emeritus of Saskatoon

+ Stephen Chmilar, Bishop Emeritus of Toronto



2022 MACTUPCBKE NIOCJIAHHA
€IMUCKOIIB YKPATHCBKOI KATOJUIIBKOI HEPKBU KAHAJIN
3 HAI'OJAU IMPA3ZHUKA PI3/IBA TOCIIOJAHbBOI'O
Bceuecnivuum Omysm, Ilpenoooonum Cecmpam ma bpamam Monawux CnineHom,
Ceminapucmam ma Bipnum Yxpaincoxoi Kamonuywvkoi llepkeu 6 Kanaoi

Xpucroc Poxnaerscsa! Cnagire Horo!

Hopori bpatu i Cectpu y Xpucri,

Kaska npo baouio

Bimznauatouu Pi3nBo, cBsITO HapomkeHHs Hamoro I'ocnona, naBaite npuranaemo Jlerenay
Ipo cTapeHbKy 0ab11to, moil sikoi BinOynucs 6arato pokiB ToMy, Tiel HOUl, kKo JuTsaTko-Icyc
Haponauscs y Budneewmi.

B onniit kpaiHi ganexo BiJ Mmicuis, e HapoauBcs Icyc, crapenbka 6a0yHs, SIKy B celi BCI 3BajIH
“babus’” cuina B CBOiM TEIUTI XaTHHII OiTst BOTHHINA. BiTep CkaByIiB i AyB CHITOM, aJie 1ie
30BCiM He TypOyBasio bal1to; HaBmaku, 4uM OiIbILE TyB BiTE€p, TUM Kpallle I'piB BOTOHb.

“SIka s macnmBa, 10 y MEHE TEIUIa Xata i He Tpeba KyIuch XoauTu,” - nymae babus Ta mami
IpiETbCA TIEpEe] BOTHEM.

PanToM, XTOCh CHIIBHO 3acTykaB y nBepi. baOis moBoieHbKM BiIKpUBa€ IBEpi, W MPH CBITII
CBIUKH 0aUMUTh TPHOX CTAPEHBKUX JIAYCIB, IO CTOSATHh HA 3aCHIXKEHIM 1mopo3i. bopoau y Hux Oimi
SIK CHIT, a TaKi JIOBT1, 1[0 CTEJIATHCS 1Mo 3emiti. Oui AiTyciB MIJIO BiI3€PKAIIOIOTH CBITJIO CBIUKH,
mo Tpumasia 6alig B pyli, a B iXHiX 06iliMax OnMIIaTh JOPOTOLIHHI MOAAPYHKU—KOPOOOUKH
HAMOBHEHI KOIITOBHUMH KaMiHHIMHY, MaXy4YUMH MAacIaMU ¥ OJisIMH.

“Ilpouin MU Jyke JAajeKy IOpory, po3MOBiJaOTh MiAycCi, aje MU 3yNHHWIHCA B TeOe,
babiro, o6 poskazatu 1061 npo Kuszs-Jutsartka, sikuil Hapoauscs 11i€l Houl y Budneemi. Bin
NPUKAIIOB HA 3eMJIIO, 11100 ApIOBaTH HA 3eMJIi 1 HAaBYATH yCiX OyTH JIOOISYMMU 1 BIpHUMU. Mu
finemo, mo6 npunectn Momy napu. Xomau 3 namu ba6iro, mo6 npusitatu Jlurarka Icyca!”

Babms rnsiHyna Ha 3aBiproXy, IO Bisjla 3a IUIEYaMH JAiTYyCiB a TOJl AMBHUTHCS B CBOIO TEILTY
KIMHATY, JIe IOTPICKYBaJIO BOTHUIIIE. ““3Aa€ThCs, IO yKE TyKe Mi3HO MEHI KyIUCh BUXOJIUTH, Ta
i 1me A0 Toro, MOpo3 TPIMUTH IIi€l HOUI,” - BIAMOBiZAa€ cTapeHbka. balIs 3akpuia aBepi Ta
noBepHyacs B kiMHaty. [limyci mpogosxkunu 6e3 6a0yHi. babus rofiaeTscs mepe BOrHEM Ta i
nymae ripo Hemosnarka Icyca. Bona moOuna ycix MajJeHbKHX JTiTeH.

“3aBTpa, migy i nomykato Jurarka Icyca,” - Bupimmna 6abdus, - “3aBTpa, KOJIM COHIIE CBITUTH;
nonapyto Momy rapui 3a6asku”.

HactynHoro panky, baOus BnasrHyna moOBruid, TEIUIMid IUTaml, B3sla MaJHYKy B PYKH,
HATOBHMJIA KOIIMK IIKaBUMHM MOJIapYHKAMH: 30JI0TUMH KYyJIbKaMU 1 JIepeB’ SIHUMU IrpallikaMu, Ta
minua B jopory mykatu Jutsatka Icyca.

Ane, baOis 3a0ysa oqHy pid — BoHa 3a0yJia 3anuTaTi TPHOX CTAapIiB Aopory 10 Budneema. A
CTapIli 3aiIIUIK TaK Jayeko, mo 6ad1st He Moruia X HazgorHatu. lllykana 6a61s qopory. biykana
0 JIicax, MoJIsAX 1 MiCTax, MUTaNa ycix mogopoxyrounx: “S mykaro JQutsarka Icyca. Uu 3HaeTe
MicIIe /i€ BiH 3HaxoauThcsA? S Hecy ﬁOMy rapHi 3a0aBku’.

HixTo bab1ii He 3Mir momoMorty; yci i ogHakoBo BimmoBiganu: “IlpogoBxkyiite iith, 6a0Iro,
BOHM mminuin Aami’”. baOIiyg JyoBraia ganblie, MOBUILHO IIIJIA BOHA 31 CBOEIO MAJIMYKOIO, Jall i
nani. Kpok 3a kpokom, pik 3a pokoM, Irykajia 6a01s sicia, ne aexuTh Autarko Icyc. Ha xanb,
6a011s1 He MOTJIa BIALIYKATH IOPOTY 110 MICIIs, Jie 3HaXOAUThCs MalleHbKuil Icyc.

["oBopsTH, 110 6adIs Hajam mykae gopory 1o Icyca. Po3noBifaioTh, 0 KOXKHOTO POKY BHOUI
nepen PizgBom XpuCTOBUM, KON JITOYKM Y CBOIX JKEUKaX CIUISATH COJIOAKUM CHOM, baori,



OJIiTHEHA B CBOEMY JOBFOMY, TEIIJIOMY IUIAIi Ta 3 KOIIUKOM y PYIi TUHXEHKO CTYKa€ MalUYKOIO
B JIBEPi, BXOJIUTh Y KIMHATH JI€ CIUISTh AITOHBKU 1 IPUXWISETHCS A0 KOXKHOTO JIMYKA Ta THTAE,

,»du Ieyc Tyt 3Haxonuthes? Yu To TyT cnuth Jdutatko Icyc?” I cymHo 6abus BiaBepTaeThes 3
HAMIOBHEHHMH CJIHO3aMH OYKMMa Ta IMMAMOTUTh COO1, “‘Nmanpliie, me Tpimku aansiie”. Ilepen Tum
gK 0a0Ist BUXOIUTH 13 CHalbHi, BOHA BUOMpAE 3 KOILIMKA 1 3aiuiae 3a0aBKy Ha MOAYIILI KOXKHOT
mutunu. “Lle panu Hporo,” menouye baGipst, Ta mpogoBxkye pik 3a pOKOM Ha BIKM BiUHI IIyKaTH
Hutarka Icyca.

[{poropiu Mu cBATKyeMO Pi37B0 B KOHTEKCTI BiliHM B YKpaiHi Ta IHIIUX KpaiHax CBITY.
XpHCTOC MPUXOAMUTH J0 LIBOTO CBITY, SIK HEMOBJIS, K HeBUHHA JUTHHKA, KA OTpeOye OMiKHU 1
mo60Bi. Bin BuOHpae OyTH HapOPKEHUM Y MPOCTOTI fCEI, a He y IapchbkoMy nanaii. Tomy Bxke
uepe3 Leil CMHpeHHHMII TIoyaToK XMTTS Icyc nposense ceGe sk Llap mupy. Moro micis -
MIPOTOJIOIIEHHSI MUPY MIXK yCiMa JIFOJIbMH.

Sk XpuCTOBI TOCHIOBHUKH, MM TOKJIMKaHi OyTH MuUpOTBOpusMU. Tox naBaiiTe pa3zom
NPAaLOBAaTH HAJ MHPOM Yy HAILIMX CIM’fX, cepel APY3iB, CyCilliB K 1 cepe]] Yy>KUHIIB uYepes3
NepeMiHy Yy HaIIOMY CTaBJEHHI /10 OTpeO OMMKHIX, sIKI MalOTh OyTH Ha MEPLIOMY MICIIi, Y TOH
Yac SIK HallMM TMOTpedaM HaleXUTh JHIe apyre micue. [laBaiite 3rigHO 1 KUTTEBHUM KPEIOM
Maxarmu ["anji, sike BiH 3am103u4MB Bif cBATOT €nu3aBetn CETOH: “JKUTH B MPOCTOTI, 00 1HIII
MOTJIU MOIIPOCTY KUTH.”

Kutn npocto, 1006 iHII MOTJIM TOMPOCTY KUTH - O3HA4Ya€ mocTaBUTH bora Ha nmepomy Micti
y HalloOMy >XHTTi, XOAUTH bBoxumu crexkamu, OauyuTH Opara 4u cecTpy y KOXHiM 0co0i,
HarojayBaTH 1 HAmoiTH HOTpe6onqu I_IIHYBaTI/I CHpaBeIUBICTD 1 c13060ny, HIyKaTH icTuny,
[IaHYBATH JIIOACHKY TiIHICTh, MIKIyBaTUCSA MATIHKOIO-3€MJICI0, 1100 Hamli JITH 1 BHYKH MOTJIH
yCIIaJKyBaTH BiJl HAC CBOIO JIOMIBKY, MaTH CIIBYYTTs, 1 MOHAK yce - Jrooutu bora, 6ImKHBOTO 1
cebe Tak sk ['ocronp J1r06UTH HaC.

Kutn mo-iHIIOMY O3Ha4ae XHUTU KHUTTSAM, SKE LIHY€ JMIIE TPolli, 0araTcTBO i BiIaay Hax
IHIIUMU 1 TPU3BOAUTH IO MAPHOI PO3TPATH KUTTEBHX BAPTOCTEH, po3dapyBaHb 1 BiJICYyTHOCTI
macts. Hatomicts, ['ocrionp xoue, 1mo6 MU OyiM IMACIMBUMU 1 XXKUIH y pato, Y Enemcbkomy
cani, Ha HeOecax pazom 3 Hum i TUMHU, KOTO MU JTFOOUMO.

Crapenpka 6a0ycs, baOus, BTpatnna MoxiauBicTh nmodauntu Jutsrka Icyca i Tomy - Bi4HO
urykae Moro, Gy1ydn He 3a10BOIEHOIO KHUTTAM, CAMOTHBOIO, 3aMEP3JIO0 i TIOCTIIHO CTapiroUoIo.

Ane MM 1Ie He BTpaTWJIM cBOro miancy. Toxx Hexai icropis Pi3mBa, IcycoBoro HapomkeHHS,
Boxxoi mpucyTHOCTI cepea HaC MPOAOBXKYE HAJAMWXATH CBIT, MEPETBOPIOIOYM HOTO yepe3 MHp i
mo60B Ha LlapcTtBo HebecHe, sike MpHUCYTHE BXKE TYT HA 3€MIII.

Cearkytoun Ilpasauk ['ocnoguboro PoxnectBa, Hexail Xpucroc 6marocnoButh Bac i Bamry
ciM’10 MUpPOM, JTI000B’10 1 paJIiCTIO, 3apa3 1 B HOBOMY poli!

Xpucroc Poxnaersca! Cnagite Horo!

Bami y Xpucri,

+ JlaBpenriii ['yirynsak, YCBB, Mutpononut-Apxuenuckon BiHHiNe3bKni; ATTOCTONBCHKUI
Anminictparop CackaTyHChKUH

+ JaBug MoTiok, €napx EaMoHTOHCEKMI; ATOcTONBChKUN AMiHicTpaTop Hblo-
Bectmincrepeboi €mapxii

+ bpaen baiina, UHI, €napx CackaTyHChKHIA

+ Auppiii Pa6iit, [Tomiynuk Binnine3pkuit

+ Muxain Bisuap, UHI, €nuckon-emeput CackaTyHChKUI
+ Credan Xmistp, €nuckon-eMeput TOPOHTOHCHKHIMA



