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PASTORAL LETTER
ON THE OCCASION OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 2022-2023

To the Reverend Clergy, Monastics, Seminarians and Laity of the Ukrainian Catholic Church
In the Eparchy of Toronto and Eastern Canada

Christ is Born! Let Us Glorify Him!

Dearly Beloved in Christ!

Happy Birthday to You ..... is a song we sing often. I mark the event of my birthday every year as I am sure
you do. Yetif anyone of us or if I ask myself “Why was I born?”, I must admit that neither I nor anyone of us
had a plan before we were born. But Jesus did. “God eternal is born today!” we sing in the famous Christmas
carol. And the Church in her wisdom helps us appreciate this truth every year we celebrate the incarnation of the
Divine Son, Jesus Christ!

God is love and He chose to express His love for us, offering us eternal life with the Most Holy Trinity. To do
this, He chose to die for us, to conquer sin and death. Then He rose from the dead to offer us eternal life. For this
he was born. We are invited to discover our purpose in Him.

Clearly, it is a tragedy to live a meaningless life and suffer a meaningless death. But uniting ourselves to the
birth, life, death and resurrection of Christ we discover the meaning of our birth, life, death and resurrection.
Only then can we understand how abortion, euthanasia, addiction and abuse of self or others, senseless
aggression and greed are ways we don’t unite ourselves with Christ.

Has humanity lost its way? Well, not completely. Amid all these tragedies there is a ray of light in the darkness,
a person who shines and restores our hope in human dignity. Worldwide, in Ukraine, or in our own homes in
Canada, the Holy Spirit is waiting to break through to others with good news and wants to do this through you.
Each of us would do well to ask God that question, “Lord, how do you want to use me in sharing with others this
purpose and hope in light of so many who search for meaning in their lives?”

We must enter into the mystery of the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus. We must pray at home, fast,
pray at church and celebrate often the mysteries of confession and Eucharist. We must take a path to heal
wounds and traumas and be attentive to the poor and those in need. Our families must become better domestic
churches so that others can encounter Jesus Christ. We must pray with others in all places. Then we will
appreciate better why Jesus was born and we can truly celebrate His birth.

Thus, our celebration of the birth of Christ, Christmas, will shed light on the question we just asked, “Why was I
born?” God gives us life, and with His purpose in mind we know why and how to live, that is, for God. We
know how to die, that is with the intention of doing the will of God. We can accept the fact we will resurrect to
live forever, but it depends on our choices today and God’s mercy as to where that will be.

Through the intercession of the Theotokos, may the Holy Spirit come upon you and may Jesus be born in the
manger of your heart. May you draw others to this as a true Missionary Disciple according to your encounter
with Jesus Christ. Then with joy and peace in our hearts, we can become the change God wants to see in the
world and the change we want to see. Then, we can truly sing for others and for Christ, “Happy Birthday...”

God is with us! Christ is Born!
+Bryan Bayda, CSsR,
Eparchial Bishop of the Eparchy of Toronto & Eastern Canada
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IMACTHUPCBKE ITOCJIAHHS
3 HATOAY MPA3ZHUKA PI3JABA IT'OCIIOJHBOI'O 2022-2023

Bcecsitnimmm, BeeuecHimum 1 [Ipenogoduum OTIsiMm,
[Ipenogo6uum Yennsam i UepHutsam,

CeMinapuctaMm Ta MupsHam

VYkpaincekoi Karonumpkoi Llepku B Mexax

€mapxii ToponTa i Cxignoi Kananu

Xpucroc Poxnaernes! Ciaasimo Horo!
JHopori B Xpucri!

MHoras miTa... - ie HiCHA, Ky MU 4acTo CHiBaeMo. Sl MOPOKY BiJ[3HAYal0 CBiif 1eHb HAPOIKEHHS, 1 5 IIEBHUH, 110
BM BiJI3HAuUa€Te Ball JACHb HAPOJKEHHsI Tak camo. Alle, SKIIO XTOCh i3 Hac, abo sKuio s 3anutyio cebe: «ms doro s
HapoAUBCA?», 1 MyIly 3i3HATHCA, 110 Hi 4, HI HIXTO 3 HaC HE MaB SKOroCh MJIaHy Iepesa TUM, K MU Hapoaunucs. Ane Icyc
MaB mnaH. «boe Ilpedsiunui napoougcsa!» mu cniBaemo y Bimomiit komsaui. I epksa y CBoili MyApocTi Jomomarae Ham
I[IHYBaTH L0 ICTHHY KOXHOT'O POKY, KOJIH MU CBITKY€EMO BoIIoueHHs boxecTBenHoro Cuna, Icyca Xpucra!

Bor € m0608, i Bin Bupimus Bucnosutu CBoO T1000B 10 HAC, Japyr0odu HaM BiuHe xUTTS 3 IIpecBsaToro Tpoiineto.
Jnsa nporo Bin Bupimms nmomepTH 3a Hac, o6 mepeMorTu rpix i cmepts. Ilotim Bin Bockpec i3 MepTBUX, 1[00 JapyBaTH
HaM BiuHe XUTT4. {11 nporo Bin HaponuBcs. Mu 3anporieHi BIIKPUTH CEHC HAIIOTOo XUTTA B Heomy.

SIcHO, 110 Tparemi€lo € KUTHU JKUTTSIM, AK€ HE MA€ CEHCY, Ta CTPaKJaTH BiJ CMepTi, ska He Mae ceHcy. OJHak,
3’€HaHI 3 HApPOKEHHSM, >XUTTAM, CMEPTIO Ta BOCKpPECiHHAM XpHCTa, MH BIIKPHUBAEMO CEHC BJIACHOTO HAPOMKEHHS,
KHUTTS, CMEPTi Ta BOCKpeciHHsS. TiTbKM TOAI MU 3MOXKEMO 3PO3yMITH SIK a0OpTH, €BTaHA3isd, 3aJIeXKHICTh 1 HaCHIIBCTBO,
cIpsMOBaHe IPOTH ceOe YU MPOTH iHIINX, Oe3rITy3/1a arpecis Ta xaai0HICTh € NIITXaMU, 16 MU He 3 €AHyeMOCs 3 XPUCTOM.

Yu mroxctBo 3abmykano? Hy, He 30BciM. Cepen ycix Lux Tpareliif € MpoMiHb CBiTIa B TEMpSABI; € JIIOJUHA, SKa
CBITUTH 1 IOBEPTA€ HAM HaJil0 Ha JIIOACHKY TiAHICTh. [To BchoMy CBIiTY, B YKpaiHi UM B HallIMX BJIACHUX JoMiBKax y Kanani,
Hyx CeaTuil uekae, mo0 NpopBaTUcs 0 IHIIUX 13 JOOPOI0 HOBHHOIO, 1 X0ue 3po0uTH 1ie uepe3 Bac. KoxkHomy 3 Hac Oyno 6
nobpe moctaBuTu boroei Take 3amutaHHs: «[ocmonu, sk Tu Xodemr BHKOpUCTATH MEHE, MO0 AUTUTHUCS 3 IHIIUMHU UM
CEHCOM Ta HaJI€I0 Y CBITIIi TaKOi KiNBbKOCTI JIFOAEH, SIKi ITyKAar0Th CEHC CBOTO XKUTTA?»

My NOBHHHI yBIMTH B TAEMHHUII0 HApOKEHHS, XHUTTSA, CMEPTi Ta BockpeciHHS Icyca. Mu NMOBUHHI MOJHUTHUCS
BJOMa, ITOCTUTH, MOJNUTHUCS B IEpKBi i 4acTo 3BepmryBatu TaiHcTBa CrnoBini Ta €BxapucTii. MU MOBHHHI MTH HIUIIXOM
3LiJIeHHA paH 1 TpaBM, Ta OyTH yBaXXKHUMH A0 O1THHUX 1 Hy>)KJeHHUX. MU MOBUHHI (JOpMYBATH HaIlli JOMAIIHI IIEPKBH, 100
iHII Moriu 3ycTpitH Icyca Xpucta. Mu MOBUHHI MOJUTHCA 3 IHITMMH BCloAu. Tofi My kpaie 6yZeMo po3yMiTH, IS 40r0
Haponuscs Icyc, 1 3MoxkeMo crpaBi ceaTkyBati Horo pisaso, Moro napomkeHHs.

Tomy, Halle CBATKYBaHHS HapOJXKEeHHs XpucTa, Pi3Ba, IpoJIIE CBITIIO HA 3alUTaHHA, K€ MU II0I{HO IOCTaBUIIN:
«Jlmst goro s HapoauBCcs?» bor nae HaM KUTTS, 13 Moro ceHcoM MH 3HA€EMO, IS 4OTO i SIK KUTH, TOOTO XHUTH 11 bora. Mu
3HAEMO, SIK IOMEPTH, TOOTO 3 HaMipOM BHKOHATH BOJIO boxxy. Mu MoxxeMo MpHHHATH (aKT, [0 MU BOCKPECHEMO IS
TOTO, 00 XKUTH BiUHO, ajie 1€ 3aJIe)KUTh B/l HAIIOTO ChOTOIHIITHLOTO BUOOPY Ta Boxoro Musnocepas ae ue Oyne.

MonutBamu npeunctoi Coei Matepi, Hexall Icyc HapoauTbed y sicmax Bamoro cepus! 3amydaiiTe iHIIUX 10
I[bOTO SIK CIPaBXKHI Y4Hi-MiCiOHEpH, BIMOBIAHO A0 Bamroi 3ycTpidi 3 Icycom Xpucrom. Toxi, 3 paficTiO i MUPOM y HaITHX
cepLsax, MU 3MOXKEMO CTaTH Ti€l0 3MiHOM0, sIKy bor xoue 6auuTu y CBIiTi, Ta Ti€l0 3MiHOMO, SIKy MM XoueMo Oaunutu. ITotiMm
MU CIIpaBJii 3MOKeMO 3acIiBaTy AJS HIHX 1 g Xpucta «MHoras JiTa...»
3 namu bor! Xpuctoc Poxnaerscs!

upo Binmanuit B XpucTi,

+ Bpaen baiina, YHI
€napxianpHuit €nuckon €napxii Toponra i Cxignoi Kanagu
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