MISSIONARY VOCATION OF OUR CHURCH

Sunday, December - 21 - I'pyans, Hexins 2025

Heoins nepeo Pizoeom, ceamux Omuyis. I nac 3.
[Tepencpsitrs Pizna Xpucrosoro. CB. mil. FOmianii

Sunday before Christmas. Holy Fathers. Tone 3.
Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ. Virgin-martyr Juliana

Epistle / Anoctoa - €speiB / Hebrews 11, 9-10. 17-23. 32-40
Gospel / €Banredtie - Martes / Matthew 1, 1-25

Solidarity with the Poor: The mission prioritizes the marginalized,
reflecting Christ’s preferential option for the poor.

The mission of solidarity with the poor lies at the heart of Christian discipleship,
echoing Jesus Christ’s preferential option for the marginalized. In the Gospel of
Matthew 1:1-25, we encounter the genealogy and birth narrative of Jesus, which
subtly yet profoundly illustrate God’s alignment with the humble and overlooked.
This passage sets the stage for Christ’s mission, revealing a divine pattern of

embracing the marginalized, a theme that resonates with the call to stand in solidarity
with the poor today.
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Matthew 1 begins with the genealogy of Jesus, tracing his lineage through a diverse
array of figures - patriarchs, kings, and unexpected individuals like Tamar, Rahab,
and Ruth, who were marginalized in their time due to their gender, ethnicity, or
social status. By including these figures, Matthew underscores that God’s plan
unfolds through those society often deems insignificant. This genealogy culminates
in Joseph, a humble carpenter, and Mary, a young woman of modest means, chosen
to be the earthly parents of the Messiah. Their inclusion in God’s redemptive plan
reflects a deliberate divine preference for the lowly, signaling that God’s kingdom
prioritizes those on the margins.

The birth narrative in Matthew 1:18-25 further emphasizes this solidarity. God
chooses Mary to bear the Saviour. Consequently Mary, pregnant and unmarried,
faces potential shame and rejection in her society, yet God is with her. Joseph,

described as a “just man,” accepts his role despite societal pressures, embodying
obedience and compassion. The angel’s announcement that Jesus will “save his



people from their sins” (v. 21) foreshadows a mission that will uplift the
downtrodden - those burdened not only by sin but by poverty, oppression, and

exclusion. Jesus 'very name, Emmanuel, “God with us” (v. 23), signifies God’s

presence among the humble, a presence that challenges worldly hierarchies and
invites believers to emulate this closeness with the poor.

Christ’s preferential option for the poor, rooted in this passage, calls Christians to
active solidarity with the marginalized. Just as God entered human history through
the lowly, the mission of the Church is to prioritize those society overlooks - whether
the economically poor, refugees, or the socially ostracized. This solidarity is not
mere charity but a transformative commitment to justice, dignity, and
accompaniment, reflecting the incarnational love of Christ, who began his life
among the humble.

In conclusion, Matthew 1:1-25 lays a theological foundation for solidarity with the
poor. Through the genealogy and birth of Jesus, we see God’s deliberate choice to
work through the marginalized, inviting us to mirror this preference in our mission.
By standing with the poor, we embody Christ’s love, fulfilling the call to be “God
with us” for those most in need.

At the parish level, when we collect food for people in need these days, we could
not only anonymously share food with them, but also greet them with a Merry
Christmas. It would be good to write them a Christmas card to go along with the
food, in which we proclaim that only Jesus, who is coming, is the true nourishment
for our human world, and only He can fully quench any physical or spiritual hunger.
Only Jesus, with His blessing, can help and change any circumstances unworthy of
human life, converting the suffering human heart to divine childhood.



FOLLOW UP MEDITATION:

The late Pope Francis set a great example for us of how to stand in solidarity with
the poor. He chose to live in Casa Santa Maria, a simple house, instead of in the
Apostolic Palace. He wore his usual black shoes made in Buenos Aires instead of
special papal shoes. On several occasions he shared lunch in the Vatican with the
poor. He visited prisons. He spoke out on behalf of migrants. In 2016 he established
the World Day of the Poor to encourage people all over the world to assist the poor
and the marginalized.

ACTIVITY THIS WEEK: This week let us examine our habits of “gift-giving” at
Christmas time. Can we divert some of the funds we usually spend on expensive
gifts to a charity that serves the poor, or better still, if we know of a family in need,

can we present them with a Christmas basket of goods they themselves cannot
afford?

CoainapuicTs i3 0imHuMu: Micis Hajae nepeBary MapriHajai30BaHUM,
B1I00Opaxaro4u XpUCTOBY MepeBary it O11HUX.

Micig comigapHOCTI 3 OIIHUMH JIEKUTh y CEplLl XPUCTUSHCHKOTO YYHIBCTBA,
BIJUTyHIOIOUM XPHUCTOBY MepeBary JUisl MaprinaiizoBanux. Y €panrenii Big Mares
1:1-25 mMu 3ycTpiuaeMo poIoBiJ 1 pO3MOBIIb PO HAPOHKEHHS Icyca, K1 TOHKO, aie
rMOOKO UTIOCTPYIOTh BOXy CONAapHICTh 13 CMUPEHHUMHU Ta 3HeAoJieHuMu. Lleit
YPHUBOK 3aJa€ TOH JuIsi XPUCTOBOI MicCii, BIAKpHBAaIOUM OOXKECTBEHHUU II1a0JIOH
NPUIHATTSA MapriHajli30BaHUX, TEMY, KA PE30HYE 13 3aKIMKOM JI0 COJIJApHOCTI 3
O1IHUMU CHOTOIHI.



Marest 1 mounHaeTbes 3 pogoBoay Icyca, mpocTeXyroun MOro MoXoKEHHs yepes
pI3HOMAaHITHI 0COOM - MaTpiapxiB, apiB 1 HECMOAIBaHUX (PIryp, Takux sik Tamap,
PaxaB 1 Pyr, sxi Oynu mapriHaiizoBaHl y CBiil 4yac yepe3 iXHIO CTaTh, €THIUHY
MIPUHAJICKHICTh Y COIllaIbHUN cTaTyc. Bkitoyatouu niux ocid, MaTei nigkpecitoe,
mo boxuil mmaH po3ropraeTbcs 4epe3 THUX, KO0 CYCHIIBCTBO YacTO BBaXKae
He3HaunuMH. 1eit pooBin 3aBepuryeThes Mocupom, CKpoOMHIM Teciero, i Mapieto,
MOJIOJIOI0 KIHKOIO 31 CKDOMHUMHM CTaTKaMu, OOpaHUMH OyTH 36MHUMH OaTbKaMH
Mecii. Ixme Bxmouenns g0 boxoro IUIaHy BiOKyIUIIEHHS —BimoOpaskae
HUIECIPSAMOBaHYy 00KECTBEHHY IIepeBary Jijisi CMUPEHHUX, CUTHAJI3y10uH, 1110 boxe
[{apcTBO Hazae NPIOPUTET TUM, XTO Ha y3014ui.

PosnoBigs mpo HapomxkeHHss B Mares 1:18-25 mie Oinblie MiAKPECTIOE IO
comigapHicth. bor o0paB Mapiro, mo6 Hapoautu Cnacutens. Ak Hacmigok, Mapis,
BariTHa Ta HE3aM1KHS, CTUKAETHCA 3 MOTEHI[IMHUM COPOMOM Ta BIATOPTHEHHSIM Yy
CBOEMY CYyCIIIBCTBI, ane Bor 3 Hero. Mocu®, onucanmii K «IpaBe/Ha JIOIHHAY,
NpuiiMae CBOIO POJb, HE3BAXKAIOYM HA CYCHUIBHUW THCK, BTUIIOIOYHM MOCITYX 1
cniBuyTTs. OroJyiomeHHs anrena, mo Icyc «cnace mozaeit CBoix BiJ rpixiB iXHIX» (B.
21), nepeaBiliae Micito, sika MiAHIMATUME TPUTHOOJIEHUX - TUX, XTO OOTSKEHUN HE
Jauiie rpixomM, aie ¥ OigHICTIO, THOOJEHHAM 1 BukitoueHHsM. Came im’s Icyca,
Emmanyin, «bor 13 nHamu» (B. 23), cuMmBoiizye bBoxy HOpHCYTHICTh cepen
CMUPEHHHX, NPUCYTHICTh, SIKA KHUJA€ BUKJIUK CBITCHKUM 1€pApXisM 1 3ampolrye
BIpYIOUYUX HACIIYBaTH 110 OJIU3BKICTb 13 O1AHUMHU.

XpuctoBa nepeBara Jijisi 01JTHUX, YKOPIHEHA B [[bOMY YPUBKY, 3aKJIUKA€ XPUCTUSH
70 aKTHBHOI COJIJApHOCTI 3 MapriHadizoBaHuMuU. Sk bor yBIiHIIIOB B 1CTOPIIO
JIOJICTBA Yepe3 CMHUPEHHUX, Tak Miciga LlepkBu mossirae B Tomy, 100 HajgaBaTH
MPIOPUTET TUM, KOT'O CYCHIIBCTBO ITHOPYE - YU TO €EKOHOMIYHO O11HUM, O1KEHIISM,
YU COLIAIbHO BIAKMHYTUM. Ll comimapHICTh - 1Ie HE MPOCTO OJAroJilHICTh, a
TpaHncdopmaiiiiine 3000B’s13aHHS A0 CHPABEIMBOCTI, TIAHOCTI Ta CYyNpPOBOAY, LIO
BiloOpaxkae BTUIEHY J1000B XPUCTa, SIKUM PO3MI0YaB CBOE KUTTSI CEPEl CMUPEHHUX.
Ha 3aBepuienns, Mareii 1:1-25 3aknanae T€onoriyHy OCHOBY JJIs CONIAAPHOCTI 3
O0igHuMu. Yepes pomoBia 1 HapomkeHHs Icyca mu O6aunmo cBigomuii Bubip bora
JUATH 4Yepe3 MapriHaji30BaHUX, 3alpoIIyIOUMd HAac BioOpaxkaTu L0 IMepeBary B
Hamid wicii. Crosium mopsig 13 OIJHUMHM, MU BTUIIOEMO XPHUCTOBY JtOOOB,
BUKOHYIOUM 3aKIMK Oyt «borom 13 Hamu» JUisl THUX, XTO HaWiOLIbIIE LBOTO
noTpeoye.



Ha napadisanbHOMy piBHI, KOJIM B IMX JHSAX MU HOPOBOJUMO 301pKy XapuiB I
mro/ie B moTpedl, My O MOTJIIM HE TUIBKU aHOHIMHO MOJUTUTUCH 3 HUMH Xap4yamu,
ajie TakoX MpuBITaTH iX 13 cBATOM Pi3aBa XpucroBoro. Jloope Oyno 6 mopyu 3
XapyaMUy HallMcaTd iM pi3ABSHY JIMCTIBKY, B AKIH IMPOroJIocuMo, 110 Tulbku Icyc,
SAKUWA TPUXOJUTH € MPaBAUBUN KOPM ISl HAIIOTO JIIOJCHKOrO CBITY 1 Juie Bin
MO>KE BIIOBHI BTaMyBaTH Oynb-akui (pi3nuHui Ta nyxoBHHMU ronon. Jlume Bin
CBOIM 0JIarOCIIOBEHHSIM MOK€ TOIIOMOI'TH Ta 3MIHUTH OyAb-sIK1 HET1JH1 JIOJCHKOIO
KUTTS 00CTaBHHM, HABEPHYBIIM 301J0BaHe JIOACHKE ceplie 10 boxoro nuTuHCTBA.

JOJATKOBA MEJIUTALIS:

[okiitnuii [Tana ®paniuck noias HaM YyA0BUHM MPUKIIAL] TOTO, IK OYyTH COJI1IapHUM
3 O0igauMu. Bin o0paB xutu B Casa Santa Maria, mpoctoMy OyIWHKY, 3aMICTh
AmnocTonbschbkoro manaiy. BiH HOCUB CBOi 3BHYailiHi 4OpHiI Ty(ii, BUTOTOBIEHI B
Byenoc-Aiipeci, 3aMicTh crielialibHUX Mancbkux Tydenb. Kinbka pa3iB BiH 0011aB y
Barukani 3 611armu. BiH BiBiayBaB B's3HUII. BiH BUCTynaB Ha 3aXHCT MITPAHTIB.
VY 2016 pori BiH 3acHyBaB BcecBiTHIN JeHb OIHMX, MO0 3a0XOTHUTH JIFOACH Yy
BCHOMY CBITI JoroMaraTu O1JHUM Ta MapTriHaII30BaHUM.

3ABJAHHS HBbOI'O TUXXHS: [{poro TKHS naBaiiTe pOo3MISTHEMO HaIlll 3BUYKHU
«J1apyBaTu nonapyHku» Ha Pi3nBo. Uu MoxkeMO MU CHpSMYBaTH YacTHHY KOIITIB,
AKI MU 3a3BUYail BUTpAyaeMO Ha JOPOTl NOJAapyHKH, Ha OJIAroIMHICTh, SKa
nonomarae 0igHuM, a0o, IIe Kpalle, SKII0 MU 3HAEMO TPO CiM’I0, SKa MOTpedye
JIOTIOMOTH, Y1 MOXKEMO MU MOJIapyBaTH 1M Pi3/IBIHUN KOIIUK 13 TOBapaMu, SIKi BOHU
caMi He MOXKYTb CO01 J03BOJIUTH?



