MISSIONARY VOCATION OF OUR CHURCH

Heoina 24-ma no 3icnanni Ceamoeo Jyxa. I nac 7.
CBB. AMmoinoxis, emn. [koniicekoro, i ['puropis, en. AkparanTiicbKoro

24th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 7.
St. Amphilochius, bishop of Iconium. St. Gregory, bishop of Agrigentum

Epistle / Anoctoa - Edecsn / Ephesians 2, 14-22
Gospel / €Banredie - JIyku / Luke 8, 41-56

Prayer as Foundation: The mission of the Church is rooted in prayer,
seeking God’s guidance and grace.

The missionary vocation of the Church is a divine call to proclaim the Gospel and
bring healing to a broken world, rooted deeply in prayer as the source of guidance
and grace. In Luke 8:41-56, the stories of Jairus 'daughter and the woman with the
hemorrhage vividly illustrate this truth, revealing how prayerful dependence on God
underpins the mission of extending His love and power. These narratives underscore
that the Church’s mission is not a human endeavor but a participation in Christ’s
redemptive work, sustained by communion with God through prayer.




In Luke 8:41-56, we encounter two individuals who approach Jesus in desperate
need. Jairus, a synagogue leader, falls at Jesus 'feet, pleading for his dying daughter,
while a woman suffering from chronic bleeding reaches out in faith to touch Jesus '’
cloak. Both acts are forms of prayer - humble, faith-filled appeals for divine
intervention. Jairus 'public plea and the woman’s silent, trusting act reflect the
spectrum of prayerful postures that the Church is called to embody in its mission.
Prayer, whether spoken or unspoken, is the foundation that aligns the Church’s
efforts with God’s will, ensuring that its mission is not driven by human ambition
but by divine purpose.

Jesus’ response to these encounters models the Church’s missionary vocation. His
power heals the woman and raises Jairus 'daughter, but these miracles flow from His
intimate union with the Father. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus frequently withdraws
to pray, grounding His ministry in communion with God (Luke 5:16). In Luke 8, His
calm assurance amid the crowd’s chaos and Jairus ’grief reflects a heart anchored in
prayer, trusting in the Father’s guidance. Similarly, the Church’s mission - to heal,
restore, and proclaim hope - must be rooted in prayer to discern God’s will and

receive the grace to act. Without prayer, the mission risks becoming a mere social
enterprise, devoid of transformative power.

The woman'’s faith, expressed through her touch, and Jairus "persistence despite the
news of his daughter’s death highlight the role of prayer in sustaining hope. The
Church, as a missionary community, is called to approach God with the same bold
trust, seeking His grace to overcome obstacles in its mission. Prayer fosters
resilience, enabling the Church to minister in a world marked by suffering and



skepticism, much like the crowd that doubted Jesus ’ability to raise Jairus 'daughter
(Luke 8:53). Through prayer, the Church receives the strength to proclaim, as Jesus
did, “Do not fear. Only believe” (Luke 8:50), inviting others into the hope of God’s
kingdom.

Moreover, the passage reveals that the mission extends beyond physical healing to
holistic restoration. Jesus not only heals the woman but affirms her dignity, calling

her “daughter” (Luke 8:48), and restores Jairus 'daughter to her family (Luke 8:55).
The Church’s mission, grounded in prayer, mirrors this: it seeks not only to address
physical needs but to restore relationships, dignity, and communion with God.
Prayer opens the Church to God’s grace, empowering it to be a conduit of His love
and mercy in diverse contexts.

In conclusion, Luke 8:41-56 illustrates that prayer is the foundation of the Church’s
missionary vocation. Like Jairus and the woman, the Church must approach Christ
in faith, seeking His guidance and grace to fulfill its call. Prayer aligns the Church
with God’s will, sustains its hope, and empowers its mission to bring healing and
restoration to the world. By rooting itself in prayer, the Church becomes a faithful
witness to Christ’s transformative power, extending His love to all who are in need.

FOLLOW UP MEDITATION:

Both Jairus and the woman with the hemorrhage reached out to Jesus in
complete faith that He could heal. It is obvious that Jesus was very pleased with
such outpouring of faith, for both Jairus and the woman were rewarded with
the healing they sought. What this suggests to us is that our prayers are
answered “according to our faith.”



ACTIVITY THIS WEEK: Is there someone in our community who is in need
of prayers for healing? Let us turn to Jesus in complete faith and intensify our
prayers for that person.

MosuTBa sik ocHOBa: MicCiss KOpDEHUTHCSI B MOJIUTBI, ITyKatoun boxkoro
IpOBOAY Ta OJIaroaTi.

Miciitne nokinukanHs [lepkBu - 1€ OOXKECTBEHHHMU 3aKJIMK IPOTOJIONIYBATH
€BaHrenie Ta NPUHOCUTU 3LUIEHHS 3PAHEHOMY CBITY, TJTMOOKO BKOPIHEHUH Y
MOJIMTBI SIK JpKepeni mpoBoay Ta onarogati. Y Jlyku 8:41-56 icTopii mpo qouky fipa
Ta KIHKY 3 KpPOBOTEUEHO SICKPAaBO UIIOCTPYIOTh L0 ICTHUHY, NOKAa3ylOUH, 5K
MOJIUTOBHA 3aJIeXHICTh Bif Bora minTpuMmye Micito mommpenHs Moro mo6oBi Ta
cunu. i po3noBijii OiAKPECTO0Th, 1m0 Micid L{epkBu - 11e He J0AChKE 3yCUILIs, a
y4acTh y CIlacUTelbHIN npatli XpucTa, NiATpUMyBaHa CIUIKyBaHHSIM 3 borom uepes
MOJIUTBY.

VY Jlyku 8:41-56 Mu 3ycTpiuaeMo JBOX JIIOJEH, AKI 3BepTaroThbest 10 Icyca B
po3maunuBiii noTpedi. SAip, HaYaTbHUK CUHATOTH, Najae A0 Hir Icyca, Onararouu 3a
CBOIO BMUPAIOUy JI0YKY, TOJII SIK JKIHKA, 1110 CTPaXKJa€ BiJl XpOHIUYHOI KpOBOTEYI, Y
Bipi IIpOCTATaE PyKy, IM06 TOpKHyTHCs Moro mnama. O6uIBa BYUHKY € (popMaMu
MOJMUTBU - CMUPEHHHMH, CIIOBHEHUMH BIPU 3BEPHEHHSIMU 3a OO0KECTBEHHUM
BTpy4aHHsM. [lyOmiune Onaranns Sipa Ta TUXWM, AOBIPIUBUN BUMHOK >KIHKU
B1100pakaroTh CIIEKTP MOJIUTOBHUX MO3UIIIN, siKi [{epkBa mokIMKaHa BTUIIOBATH Y
CBOIHM Micli. MonuTBa, Yn TO BHUCJIOBJIEHA BTOJIOC, UM OC3MOBHA, € OCHOBOIO, SIKa
y3romxkye 3ycuinis Llepksu 3 boxoro Bosero, 3a0e3meuytoun, 1o ii MiCis KEPY€eTbCst
HE JTIOJCHKUMHU aMOIIisIMHU, a 00KECTBEHHOIO METOIO.



Peaxutis Icyca Ha 1i 3ycTpidi € B3ipiem Miciliaoro noxiukanns Llepksu. HMoro cuna
3IIiTI0€ XKIHKY Ta BOCKpemIae nouky Slipa, aje I dyJeca BUIUIMBAIOTH i3 Moro
TicHOro €HaHHA 3 OTrem. ¥ €Banrenisx Icyc yacTto ycaMiTHIOETbCS 1)1 TPUBATHOL
MOJIUTBH, IpyHTYI0UH CBOE CIyKIHHS y ciuiKyBaHH1 3 borom (JIyku 5:16). ¥V Jlyku
8 Horo crokilina BIEBHEHICTh cepesl Xaocy HATOBIy Ta rops Sipa BimoGpaxkae
ceplie, 3aKpilllIeHe B MOJUTBI, sike a0Bipsge boxomy npoBoay. Tak camo wicis
IlepkBH - 3LUTIOBaTH, BIJHOBJIIOBATH Ta MPOTOJIOIIYBATH HAMII0 - MYCUTh OyTH
BKOpPiHEHA B MOJIMTBI, 11100 po3ni3zHaTH boxy BOJIO Ta oTpuMaTH OJ1aroaath JJis Aii.
be3 monuTBu Micid PU3UKY€ CTaTH JIMIIE COI[IaJbHUM IMPOEKTOM, MO30aBICHUM
MEPETBOPIOIOYOI CUIIH.

Bipa xinku, BUupaxeHa yepes ii JOTHUK, Ta HaoJerIUBICTh Sipa, Monpu 3BICTKY PO
CMEPTh MOT0 JOUKH, MiAKPECTIOIOTH POJib MOIUTBU Y miaTpumill Haxdil. [lepksa, sk
MiciiiHa CIJIbHOTA, TOKJIMKaHa 3BepTaTucs A0 bora 3 Takoio % CMIJIUBOIO J1I0BIpOIO,
mrykaroun Moro 6maronaTi s MOJONAHHS HepelIkod y cBoii Micii. Monursa
CIpusi€ CTIMKOCTI, MA03Bojisitoud LlepkBi CIoyXUTH y CBITI, MO3HAYCHOMY
CTPOKJAHHSMHU Ta CKENTHIM3MOM, MOJIOHO 10 HATOBMY, SIKMM CyMHIBaBCS B
3natHocTi Icyca Bockpecutu nouky fAipa (Jlyku 8:53). Uepes monutBy llepkBa
OTPUMYE CUITy MPOTOJIONIYBATH, siK 11e pobuB Icyc: «He Oiiics, Tinbku Bipyi» (Jlyku
8:50), 3anpomnryroun iHmuX 10 Hajli boxoro IlapcTsa.

ba Ginb1ie, 1€l ypuBOK MOKa3ye, 110 MiCisl BUXOJUTh 3a MEXKi (P13UYHOTO 3IIJICHHS
70 LIJIICHOTO BIJHOBJIEHHS. Icyc He nuIie 3LUII0E KIHKY, ajie il MATBepIKYe ii
TAHICTh, Ha3uBarouM ii «jaoukow» (Jlyku 8:48), 1 moBeprae mouky Slipa ii cim’i
(JIyku 8:55). Micis LlepkBu, rpyHTOBaHA Ha MOJIUTBI, B1I0OpaXkae 11e: BOHA MparHe
HE JIUIIE 33/I0BOJBHATH (13UYHI TOTPEOU, ajie i BITHOBIIOBATU CTOCYHKH, T1JTHICTD
1 cniikyBaHHs 3 borom. MonuTsa Binkpuae LlepkBy aiist boxoi 6aronarti, qarouu
iif 3Mory 6yTH nposigEIKOoM Horo mo6oBi Ta MUIOCEps B Pi3HUX KOHTEKCTAX.



Ha 3aBepuienns, Jlyku 8:41-56 imocTpye, 10 MOJUTBA € OCHOBOI MICIHHOTO
noknukanHs Llepksu. Sk Aip 1 kinka, LlepkBa Mycuth 3Bepratuca A0 XpHCTa 3
Bipo10, mykatoun Moro mposoy Ta 61aroaTi, mo6 BUKOHATH CBOE TIOKIHKAHHS.
MosnutBa y3romxye LlepkBy 3 boxoro Bosero, miaATpuMye ii Haji0 Ta Ja€ CUIy ii
MiCii IPUHOCUTH 3LIJICHHS Ta BIIHOBJICHHS 3paHEHOMY CBITY. YKOPiHIOIOYH cele B
MonuTBi, llepkBa cTae BIpHMM CBIIKOM MEpPETBOPIOIOYOI cUlM XPHUCTa,
nonmpioroun Moro mo60oB Ha BCiX, XTO IIbOT0 OTPEOYE.

JOJATKOBA MEJIUTALIS:

I Aip, 1 xxiHKa 3 KPOBOTEUEIO 3BEpHYIUCA 110 Icyca 3 MOBHOIO Bipolo B Te, 110 Bin
Moxe 31T, O4eBuIHO, 110 Icyc OyB qyke 3a0BOJICHUM TaKUM BUIJIMBOM BipH,
00 1 flip, 1 )KiHKa OyJau BUHArOPOIKEH] 3IIJIEHHAM, KOro Irykaiu. Lle roBoputs Ham
Mo Te, 0 Hallll MOJIUTBH OTPUMYIOTh BIZMIOBIAb «BIAMOBIIHO IO HAIIOI BIpW.

3ABJIAHHA LBOI'O THMXXHS: Yu € xToch y Hammiii rpomaii, XTo MmoTpedye
MOJIUTOB 3a 31eHHs? 3BepHIMOcs A0 Icyca 3 MOBHOIO BIpOIO Ta MOCHJIMMO HAIli
MOJIUTBH 34 I[I0 JIIOAUHY.



